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\TENNA. Austria (AP) -- President Run Waldheim will seek the release 
erf Western hostages held io Lebanon during his forthcoming stale visit to 
Iran, the first by a Western bead of state since the 1979 revolution, a 
newspaper reported Saturday. Waldheim went to Tehran in 19K0 as U.N. 
secretary -general to try to win the release of 52 hostages held inside the 
U.S. embassy there. Waldheim then faced open hostility and narrowly 
csraped a physical attack, but he can expect a much friendlier reception 
this rime by the Iranian leadership. According to the independent daily 
per Standard. Foreign Minister Alois Modi confirmed report* that 
Waldheim would use his -'prestige" for the benefit of the hostages. After 
vsiCug Tehran. Waldheim pays a two-day working visit to Syria for talks 
with President Hafez Assad. Austrian media reported. Officials said that 
in Tehran Waldheim was scheduled io confer with Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati and President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
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KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES 
IN COOPERATION WITH 
CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

announces the operation of two weekly flights on 
Wednesday and Friday between Amman and 
Amsterdam effective June 26th, 1991 
Same day connections to major European, North 
American and Latin American destinations. 

For more information call your travel agent or KLM at 

622175 / 622176 / 655267 / 655268 

The Reliable .Airline ' 
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Gnefim warns 
Kuwaitis on human 
rights 

KUWAIT (R) — U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Edward Gnehm told 
Kuwaitis on Saturday that the 
world was watching their hand- 
ling of human rights. “Kuwaitis 
must champion justice and fair- 
ness for all people in Kuwait in 
the same way the entire world 
stood for those principles for 
Kuwaitis,” he told chamber of 
commerce and industry. “The 
world that supported your libera- 
tion now anxiously observes bow 
you approach and handle this 
very important task of supporting 
the basic tenets of human rights. 
“You must not become a victim 
now of the poison (Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein) brought to 
Kuwait,” he said. “You must not 
let hatred and prejudice replace 
the traditional values of the 
Kuwaiti people. The innocent 
should not become the new vic- 
tims...” 


King Fahd to visit 
Kuwait Sunday 

KUWAIT (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
KingFahd will pay an official visit 
to Kuwait on Sunday, his first 
f since U.S.-led forces drove Iraqi 
troops out of the emirate in 
February, an official announce- 
ment said. The Kuwaiti news 
agency KUNA said the Kuwaiti 
cabinet welcomed the visit and 
expressed appreciation for Saudi 
Arabia's “historic and positive 
stand which ... helped rid Kuwait 
from the pawns of Iraqi oppres- 
sive occupation.” Saudi Arabia 
gave sanctuary to Kuwait's rulers 
and thousands of their citizens 
who fled Iraq's invasion last Au- 
gust 2. It also fought alongside 
allied forces in the Gulf war. 


N. Korea denies jt 
sold Scuds to Syria 

TOKYO (AP) — North Korea 
on Saturday hotly denied a report 
that it has supplied Scud missies 
to Syria. A report by the British 
military magazine Jane’s Intelli- 
gence Review that North Korea 
had delivered 24 Scuds to Syria 
early this year was “a deliberate 
fabrication and dastardly false 
propaganda,” the official Korean 
Central News Agency said. The 
Jane’s report charged that North 
Korea would sell long-range mis- 
siles to any country that could pay 
and that its eagerness to become 
a Third World arms supplier 
threatened initiatives to curb the 
spread of weapons in the Middle 
East. The North Korean com- 
mentary, monitored in Tokyo, 
accused the United States of sup- 
plying weapons to Middle East- 
ern countries and of .spreading 
propaganda intended to “force 
midear inspection upon us.” 


Artillery battles 
in South Lebanon 

SIDON. Lebanon (AP) — 
Israeli-backed militiamen and lef- 
tist Muslim factions battled with 
mortars and multi-barreled rock- 
et launchers in bills east of Sidon 
Saturday. Police said five Christ- 
ian civilians were wounded. A 
police spokesman said among the 
injured were two brothers and 
their sister, aged between 2 and 
9. The others were a 25-year-old 
woman and a 55-year-old man. 
All of them were wounded when 
a rocket hit-a bouse in the Christ- 
ian wllage of Sfarray near the 
Christian town of Jizzine, 10 
miles east of Sidon, provincial 
capital of South Lebanon, die 
spokesman said. 


Maghreb summit 
postponed 

BENGHAZI, Libya (R) — 
North African -leaders postponed 
meeting in Libya Saturday, 
apparently because of political 
upheaval in Algeria. The two-day 
summit was scheduled to start 
Saturday but no foreign leaders 
arrived. Officials of the Libyan 
information ministry said without 
explanation that the meeting had 
been put off indefinitely. Post- 
ponement had. been widely ex- 
pected after Muslim fun- 
damataHst riots, derailed Alger- 
ia's first multi-party general elec- 
tion and forced President ChadH 
Benjedid to sack his government. 



ROYAL VISIT His Majesty King 

Hiwwin Saturday attended a military exercise 
carried out by one of the formations of the Third 
Royal Armoured Division. King Hussein was re- 
ceived upon arrival at the exercises site by Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb, the 
chief of staff assistants, the commander of the Royal 
Air Force and the Army's inspector general. King 
Hussein was briefed at the outset of the exercise on 
its procedures and stages. The exercise, with live 


ammunition. Included field operations and shooting 
at selected targets with the support of Air Force 
fighters and helicopter gunships. At the end of the 
exercise, the King inspected noils taking part in the 
exercise and thanked them for their efforts and 
skills in carrying out their duties. The exercise was 
attended by His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah 
Ben Ai Hussein, the King's military advisor. His 
Royal Highness Prince Taiai Ben Mohammad, and 
senior army officers. 


Prince Hassan: Arabs, Palestinians 
race against time, for space 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Saturday emphasised the need to 
protect die rights of the Palesti- 
nian people under occupation 
who are confronting massive Jew- 
ish immigration. 

Addressing the participants at 
the Gennan-Arab dialogue, 
which was organised here by the 
Arab Thought Forum (ATF), 
Prince Hassan said the focal point 
was that of the human dimension, 
of the realities of what was hap- 
pening ha the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

“Today, it is sad to see that in 
this race against time we are also 
living in a race against space, that 
is physical living space, particu- 
larly in the occupied territories,” 
the Prince said. He added; “I 
believe that 300 dunums of land 


are being acquired daily and it is 
proven that 65 per cent of the 
land of Palestine and its resources 
are under the direct control of the 
occupation authorities.” 

Prince Hassan also said; “In 
the future, when you speak of 
stabilising Eastern Europe, you 
speak transr nationally, and it is 
this element of trans-nationality 
that is so badly missing in this 
part of the world. And here I do 
not only speak as an Arab, but I 
speak in terms of the global West 
Asian region. Conflicting signals 
yon might say, but certainly a war 
weariness in this region; despair 
both in terms of the politics of the 
international perception of the 
Middle East region, and certainly 
a growing despair in terms of the 
economics of the present and the 


immediate pasr and immediate 
future of the Palestinian people 
who after all are the focal point 
in terms of the human dimen- 
sion.” 

Referring to countries financ- 
ing the Israeli settlement prog- 
ramme, the Prince said that this 
financing process will finally lead 
to the point where it would be 
very difficult indeed to speak 
effectively of recognition of the 
legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nians in determining their own 
future on their own soil, because 
that future would have "been so 
conditioned by the basic change. 
“For this reason and for our own 
conviction, there is need for 
peace in this region which will be 
an alternative to military con- 
frontation,” the Prince noted. 


Belgian foreign minister: 
Europe wants effective role 


Syria: Israel escalating tension 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria said Saturday that Israel 
was trying to escalate tension in 
the Middle East by turning down 
U.S. President George Bush's 
peace plans. 

* The official daily Tishreen said 
Israel’s rejection of a U.N. role in 
U.S.-proposed talks to settle the 
Arab-Israefi conflict showed the 
Jewish state's true intentions. 

The paper urged the world 
community to pressure Israel to 
accept peace and stop its “expan- 
sionist plans”. 

“Israel’s obstinacy and rebel- 
lion against the international legi- 
timacy... confirms that it is work- 
ing to escalate, and may be to 
explode the situation... to serve 
its aggressive and expansionist 
policies aimed at swallowing 


more Arab lands,” Tishreen said. 

Syria wants any peace confer- 
ence to be based on U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions 242 and 
338, specifying an exchange of 
land for peace. The U.N. should 
play a key role in the talks. 

Israel, however, said Friday only 
direct talks with Arab states 
would bring Middle East peace, 
not a conference with U.N. parti- 
cipation which the United States 
is trying to arrange. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
said Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir agreed to many American 
proposals but not to a United 
Nations role in negotiations. 

Arens was disclosing the con- 
tents of Shamir's reply to a letter 
from President Bush on his posi- 
tion towards Washington's peace 


efforts. 

“In fact we gave positive 
answers to most of the proposals 
brought to us,” Arens told Israel 
Television, citing Israeli support 
for a one-off Middle East confer- 
ence followed by direct Arab- 
fsraeli talks. 

“But the point we must stop at 
is the point where this one-time 
event turns into an international 
conference. An international 
conference is not direct negotia- 
tions and it will not bring peace to 
our region.” he said. 

Israel Television said Shamir 
explained in a six-page letter why 
he didn’t agree to two points 
President Bush called marginal in 
the U.S. drive to bring Arabs and 

(CoBtmned on page 5) 


U.S. celebrates Gulf war victory 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Veter- 
ans of the Gulf war, balled by 
President George' Bush as “the 
finest troops any country has ever 
had,” paraded before throngs of 
cheering admirers Saturday in the 
nation's capital. 

Dozens of military aircraft 
roared overhead as the comman-t 
der of U.S. operations in the 
Gulf, Gen. H. Norman Schwarz- 
kopf, led his troops down the 
main street. Constitution Ave- 
nue. 

Thousands lined the route, 
many waving miniature Amer- 
ican flag* in foe brilliant sunshine 
as the battle fatigue-dad troops 
marched past, accompanied- by 
Ml-A-1 Abrams tanks and Brad- 
ley fighting vehicles. 

The parade was the centerpiece 
of day-long festivities to weksrae 
home foe troops who pushed 
Iraqi noops from Kuwait. The 


National Park Service estimated 
the crowd at 200,000. 

Bush left his official reviewing 
stand to greet Schwarzkopf when 
the general reached the site, and 
the pair went back to watch the 
rest of the parade, first Lady 
Barbara Bush, celebrating her 
66fo birthday, joined the presi- 
dent there, as did Vice President 
Dan Quayie and wife Marilyn 
along with cabinet officers and 
Gen. Colin Powell, chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff. 

Washingtonians arose before 
dawn to get choice locations 
along the parade route. 

The parade was the day’s high- 
light, starring some 8,000 fighting 
men and women from Operation 
Desert Storm. 

The celebration did not escape 
controversy. Several groups 
promised peace protest vigils to 
demonstrate against what they 


said was the glorification of milit- 
ary might to settle international 
disputes. 

Parade supporters found foem- 
' selves defending the inclusion of 
the Syrian flag in foe event, 
saying the flags of all nations that 
took part in Operation Desen 
Storm, including Syria, belonged 
there. 

The event’s estimated costs 
have skyrocketed to an estimated 
$12 million, about half paid by 
private sponsors and half by the 
Defence Department. Money 
seemed no obstacle, however, for 
a victory party that Bush hailed as 
“good for America.” 

In a solemn ceremony earlier, 
foe president placed a wreath at 
the tomb of foe unknowns in 
Arlington National Cemetery and 
offered “humble homage" to 
Americans who gave their lives in 
war. 


:cnai Charter ushers ir: r. 

~ T *a *5 1J # ' " : 

CT* 9 T 2 i? .*"> U~;. - - • 


-_*• .» y 


- ~ ? x n k ntrs 

n _ -u. 's^ ^ w 


By Netmeeu Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — When over 2.000 
Jordanians ratify the Jordanian 
National Chatter today the 
Kingdom will have cleared the 
last "step in a national recon- 
ciliation process which began a 
year ago between the different 
groups of political thinking in 
the country and ushers in a 
new era institutionalising 
democracy and translating it 
into laws. 

Although the Charter itself 
does not claim to be specific in 
its stipulations, it does lay the 
general spirit foundations 
which guarantee the Jordanian 
citizens their civil rights and 
defines their obligations to the 
state. 

Analysts say that the Nation- 
al Charter adds credibility to 
the foundation of foe Jorda- 
nian constitution by proposing 
guarantees for the the protec- 
tion of citizens in a state of civil 
law while reiterating the sup- 
remacy of the law. 

But it also tackles ambi- 


guities in some articles of the 
constitution and proposes 
translations which will aid law- 
makers who will now use the 
Charter to draft legislation 
governing Jordan's political, 
economic, cultural and social 
life. 

To the sixty members of the 
National Commission to Draft 
the National Charter, the 
document presents legislators, 
law-makers, courts and gov- 
ernment officials with the pub- 
lic's vision of what a democra- 
tic decade of the nineties 
would entail. 

It does also finalise a con- 
tract between the differing 
political ideologies themselves 
on the one hand and foe poli- 
tical parties and the leadership 
on foe other on bases that will 
ensure harmony and coexist- 
ence. 

In the first chapter of foe 
National Charter, which deals 
with the definition of the Char- 
ter and its aims, this need to 
recognise the rights and limits 
of each side is made clear. 
“The Jordanian constitution 
stipulates a number of founda- 
tions and general guidelines 


which organise the system of 
government in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan and the 
way the Jordanian people can 
deal with these foundations 
and guidelines.” 

It then goes on to lay out IS 
foundations; the first of which 
is that foe system of govern- 
ment in Jordan is "parliamen- 
tary and hereditory monar- 
chy.” 

"The commitment of all to 
the legitimacy and respect of 
. the constitution, in text and 
spirit, is the essence of the 
unity of people and the lead- 
ership," foe first article goes 
on to point out. 

These eighteen articles in 
first charter also remark Jor- 
dan as an integral pan of a 
united Arab World, faith in 
God as the guideline for de- 
velopment of the Jordanian 
society, Islam as foe religion of 
the country and a main source 
of legislation. It points out that 
there is no coercion in religion, 
no sectarianism, no bigotry 
and no regionalism and that 
both men and women are 
equal in front of the law. 

The principles, which also 


deal with human rights of the 
citizen , education and tech- 
nological development con- 
clude by 'pointing out that the 
decade of the nineties is a 
decisive decade for Jordan and 
the Arab Nation during which 
the country should continue its 
democratic revolution. 

But today, with the ratifica- 
tion of the Charter. Jordanians 
can say that they have trans- 
cended the theoretical stage of 
democracy and embarked on 
the practical stage when 
rheories become a political 
reality. 

It also allows the ordinary 
citizen to remain confident that 
if the spirit and stipulations of 
the Charter were properly ap- 
plied be or she will remain free 
of any pressure that would 
change their daily lives or 
affect their personal freedoms 
as a result of changing political 
realities. 

State of law and political 
pluralism 

Although the general princi- 
ples outlined in foe first chape- 

(Continned oo page 5) 


Israeli settler 
kills Palestinian 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Jewish settler from the 
West Bank shot an Arab to death 
during a quarrel over grazing 
rights, police and Arab reports 
said Saturday. 

The settler. 27. from the Jewish 
settlement of Sousiya in the West 
Bank had asked a Palestinian 
shepherd from the nearby Yaata 
village to move his sheep off 
settlement land, a police report 
said. 

When the Palestinian refused, 
the Jewish settler opened fire and 
hit a number of sheep, the police 
report added. Arabs from Yaata 
then ran to the shepherd's de- 
fence and attacked the unident- 
fied Jew with sticks. 

The Jew fired again hitting 
Mahmoud Nawajah, 55, twice in 
the abdomen. Arab and police 
reports said. Nawajah died later 
at a hospital in the Arab city of 
Hebron. 

Police said the Jew was taken 
to Ekersheva's Soroka hospital 
for treatment of head wounds and 
added that investigation into foe 
reasons for the incident would 
continue. 

In the Gaza Strip. Arab repor- 
ters said masked activists killed 
Ahmad Arullah Abu Matar. 23. 
from rhe Nusseirat refugee camp 
by hanging him to death in an 
orange grove. 

Palestinian activists suspected 
Abu Matar of collaborating with 


Israeli authorities and said he 
fired on activists during demon- 
strations, the reports said. 

Gaza police spokesman Eli 
Elimelech confirmed the death. 

Abu Matar's deafo broughr to 
398 the number of Palestinians 
killed by fellow Arabs, most on 
suspicion of collaborating with 
Israel. 

At least S30 Palestinians have 
been killed by Israeli civilians or 
soldiers since the start of their 
42-month uprising against Israeli 
rule in the occupied territories. 

Meanwhile, Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens said Fri- 
day that Israel was “winning the 
battle” against the Palestinian up- 
rising in the occupied territories. 

Arens' remarks followed re- 
ports in the Arab daily Al Fajr 
that a leading pro-PLO Palesti- 
nian leader. Faisal Husseini. had 
called for reorganising the upris- 
ing's neighbourhood leadership 
and had criticised the rebellion's 
“military focus.” 

The defence minister told 
Israel Television that "there are 
signs we are winning this battle, a 
cruel and harsh battle that in- 
volves not only Israeli soldiers, 
but also... foe Israeli residents of 
the West Bank that are on the 
front line." 

Al Fajr quoted a Western news 
agency's interview with Hus&eini 

(Continued on page 5) 


Court sentences 
Kuwaiti to death 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — 
The martial law court on Satur- 
day ordered foe first death sent- 
ence in the collaboration trials. 

Mankhi Al Shimmiri, a radar 
technician, was accused of joining 
the popular army and providing 
information to the Iraqis. 

Judge Mohammad Ben Naji, 
presiding over the panel of three 
civilian and two military judges, 
pronounced the death sentence, 
done by hanging in Kuwait. 

The defendant just sat in the 
back of the courtroom, mute, 
when the judge read the sent- 
ence. 

No witnesses were heard in the 
court. 

There is no appeal under mar- 
tial law rales, but Crown Prince 
Saad Abdullah Al Sabah must 
approve all sentences. 

Human rights activists have 
heavily criticised the process, 
saying the judges decisions were 
heavily based on pretrial inves- 
tigations rather than the cross- 
examination between the defence 
and the prosecution in court. 

Most of foe nearly 200 people 
brought to trial so far have had 
their cases postponed to give the 


defence a chance to read the hies. 
About 300 people are expected to 
be tried. 

"My client had to enlist be- 
cause of pressure,” attorney 
Abdul Latif Al Seif, said in a 
defence speech. “The Iraqi 
occupation forces did not need 
Mankhi.” 

Meanwhile, Kuwait's chief pro- 
secutor said on Saturday he was 
investigating up to eight com- 
plaints of torture by police in foe 
roundup of suspected collabor- 
ators with Iraq and promised to 
protect anyone wanting to file 
similar charges. 

Hamed Al Othman. acting 
prosecutor-general, expressed 
dismay abour reports of torture 
and said his office was probing all 
allegations of confession under 
duress made by defendants 
appearing in a series of collabora- 
tion trials. 

“We feel hurt about the cases 
you mention and want to investi- 
gate because we don’t like these 
things happening because what 
happened to us with the Iraqis 
was bad and we don't want bad 

(Continued on page 5) 


Army pulls troops 
out of Algiers 


ALGIERS (R) — Tanks and 
troops pulled out of part of 
Algiers on Saturday after Islamic 
fundamentalists ended a strike 
and the new prime minister said 
parliamentaiy and presidential 
elections would be held this year. 

Hocine Ait Ahmad, leader of 
tKfc opposition Socialist Forces 
Front, told reporters after meet- 
ing Prime Minister Sid Ahmad 
Ghozali on Saturday that general 
elections would be held in Octo- 
ber. Presidential elections would 
follow. 

Fundamentalist leader Abassi 
Madani claimed victory for de- 
mands that President ChadH Ben- 
jedid face foe electorate, two 
years before the end of his five- 
year term. 

But Western diplomats said 
Chadli’s reform programme of 
multi-party elections after years 
of one-party rule remained on 
track. 

“He has managed to keep that 
on track and resist pressure from 
hardliners who would have liked 
a solution like in Tunisia and 
Morocco and push the fun- 
damentalists outside foe demo- 


cratic process,” one diplomat 
said. 

Both Tunisia and Morocco 
have cracked down on Islamic 
militants. 

A nationwide state of siege and 
11 p.m. to 3 JO a.m. curfew in the 
capita] and several other towns 
remained in place on Saturday. 

But outside the main Algiers 
post office and in Colonel Amir- 
ouche Street in the city centre, 
there was no sign of the force sent 
in on Wednesday under the state 
of siege decreed by Chadli after 
violent unrest. 

In most other squares and main 
roads, the tanks remained in posi- 
tion as the return to work pro- 
duced the capital's normal traffic 
jams. 

Over the past week supporters 
of Madani's Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) plunged Algiers into 
chaos. Riot police used tear gas 
and water cannon to try to dis- 
perse demonstrators backing a 
political strike. 

Western .diplomats said be- 
tween 40 and 50 people were 
killed in the Algiers violence be- 
fore foe army clamped down. 


Kurds want western 
guarantees for autonomy 


RUWANDUZ, Iraq (Agencies) 
— Iraqi Kurds will flee to moun- 
tains again unless they win an 
autonomy agreement from Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's govern- 
ment guaranteed by the United 
States and its allies, according to 
Kurdish guerrilla chief Jalal Tala- 
bani. 

Talabani. head of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, said talks in 
Baghdad would fail if U.S.-led 
forces pulled out of a “safe 
haven" created in north Iraq after 
the collapse of a posl-Gulf war 
revolt and an exodus of refugees 
to Turkey and Iran. 

“I am sure the Kurds will head 
for the mountains again if foe 
allies leave without an agree- 
ment," Talabani toIcFRcuters, in 
an interview on Friday in Ruwan- 
duz in northeast Iraq. 

“And the people will certainly 
not feel secure with an agreement 
lacking international guaran- 
tees,” he added. 

Ruwanduz, a Kurdish moun- 
tain town 40 kilometres from 
Iran, lies east of the allies' 160 
kilometres safe haven on Iraq's 
border with Turkey. 

Kurds demonstrated inside the 
security zone on Saturday to de- 
mand that their 21,700 western 
protectors stay. 

Turkey’s Anatolian news agen- 
cy said western troops and 
armoured vehicles turned back 
3,000 Kurds who tried to march 
on coalition military headquar- 


ters near foe border town of 
Zakho. 

The allied commander, U.S. 
Lieutenant-General John Shali- 
kashvili. met about 30 Kurdish 
leaders on Friday and rejected 
their request that the zone be 
enlarged. 

He told them the coalition 
troops intended to withdraw 
eventually but set no date. 

TaJabani’s guerrilla ally, Mas- 
soud Barzani of foe Kurdish 
Democratic Party, Told reporters 
in Baghdad on Thursday he ex- 
pected to complete autonomy 
negotiations by June 20 or soon- 
er. The talks began on April 20. 

Talabani said slow progress in 
the Baghdad talks, Iraqi troop 
movements in foe north and the 
risk of a fresh refugee flight 
appeared to have convinced the 
west its troops should stay longer. 

“A few days ago people were 
worried, foe allies would leave,” 
he said. “Now they are in no 
hurry. This is good, h is very 
important for the allies to stay.” 

General Colin Powell, chair- 
man of the U.S. chiefs of staff, 
said on May 13 the return of 
500.000 Kurdish refugees from 
foe Turkish border had paved the 
way for an allied withdrawal 

Meanwhile, four Kurdish 
separatist guerrillas and a Turkish 
soldier were killed in recent 
clashes in southeastern Turkey, 
foe regional governor's office said 
Saturday. 
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Khartoum approves aid flights for 
Sudanese abandoning Ethiopia 


NAIROBI (R) — The Sudanese 
government, in an apparent shift 
in policy, has approved some 
food aid flights to about 400,000 
Sudanese refugees who have fled 
back into their country from 
Ethiopia, the United Nations said 
Saturday, 

The U.N. Lifeline Sudan Re- 
lief programme, in a statement in 
Nairobi, said Khartoum had 
approved daily U.N. relief flights 
from Kenya to Nasir, a swampy 
area in southern Sudan which is 
controlled by anti-government re- 
bels. 

But Louis Imbleau, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) said the rul- 
ing applied only to supplies taken 
in by a small U.N. twin Otter 
plane. 

This can ferry only one tonne 
of relief supplies at a time into 
Nasir's small and water! ooged 
airstrip, he said. 

Authorisation for WFP and 
other relief agencies to drop food 
to the refugees from larger trans- 
port planes flying low was still 


By Donna Abo IVasr 
The Associated Press 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — President 
Elias Hrawi's campaign to end 16 
years of civil war is making head- 
way, but it has left him with major 
problem — what to do with 

40,000 Christian and Muslim gun- 
men from disbanded militias. 

About half are slated to be 
absorbed into the army and inter- 
nal security organisations. 

But the others will have to find 
jobs that are already scarce and 
be integrated back into a society 
which for years was dominated by 
the warlords and their private 
armies. 

Few Lebanese are shedding 
any tears over the militias who 
made their lives hell for so long. 

Thousands of civilians were kil- 
led or maimed when the rival 
militias shot it out, often over 
control of rackets or turf but 
sometimes over something as tri- 
vial as who got served first at a 
gas station. 

For many of these men, some 
of whom have lived by the gun 
since the war began in 1975. 
adjusting to peace is a traumatic 
experience. 

Abu Imad. a Druse Muslim 
fighter for the last 11 years. 


pending, he added. 

Relief officials in Nairobi wel- 
comed Khartoum’s decision as a 
shift in attitude. 

The Nasir area is controlled by 
the rebel Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) and the Khar- 
toum government has looked on 
the refugees as SPLA sympathis- 
ers. 

The Sudanese refugees, origi- 
nally fleeing attacks on their 
camps in Ethiopia by Oromo 
Liberation Front guerrillas, were 
bombed by Sudanese air force 
planes when they crossed back 
into their country. 

According to the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) there were originally 

400,000 Sudanese refugees in the 
Ethiopian Camps. All of them 
are believed to be trying to reset- 
tle themselves in Sudan. 

Imbleau said that by Saturday 
morning 50,000 refugees had 
streamed into Nasir. a Huddle of 
crumbling brick houses on the 
bank of the sobat river, where the 


already misses the fighting. 

“It feel like I've fallen off a 
high cliff. I'm lost and depressed. 
I'm not used to this,” he said. 

‘‘Those days in the militia were 
great. From the day I first held a 
rifle until the day 1 handed over 
my weapons and my uniform I 
never had a dull moment. I was 
somebody. 

‘‘I miss it. I miss the roar of the 
tanks, the feel of my grenade 
launcher in my arms,” he said. 

To add to chagrin, he said the 
police, reestablishing their au- 
thority after years of being 
shunted aside by the militias, 
have impounded his car because 
his documents were out of date 
and he had no driver's licence. 

“I never thought a policeman 
would dare stop me and ask me 
for my papers.” he said in disbe- 
lief. “When you were in a militia 
you never had to bother about 
little things like that.” 

Abu Imad was a member of the 
paramilitary wing of the Progres- 
sive Socialist Party, which repre- 
sented the 200.000 Druse Mus- 
lims whose stronghold is in the 
Chouf Mountains southeast of 
Beirut. 

Like thousands of other gun- 
men. he was laid off in April 
when the main militias surTen- 


United Nations has set up a relief 
post. 

Tens of thousands more were 
on their way there from the mas- 
sive Itang refugee camp near the 
Ethiopian town of Gambela and 
Nasir's refugee population was 
expected to double to 100,000 by 
Monday, he added. 

Many thousands of others were 
believed to be heading for other 
SPLA-held towns near the Ethio- 
pian border such as A kobo. 
Pochalla and Boma, Imbleau 
said. 

Imbleau said the small U.N. 
relief team in Nasir had moved its 
camp into the town centre to try 
to deter Sudan’s military govern- 
ment from further bombing raids. 

“It is well marked and that is 
going to stop the bombing, hope- 
felly,” lie said. 

But Imbleau said there was a 
desperate shortage of food, shel- 
ter and medicine for the refugees 
at Nasir. most of whom have 
trekked on foot through a swamp 
for a week to get there. 


dered their weapons under Hra- 
wi's peace plan and, on paper at 
least, disbanded. 

For the unemployed gunmen, 
the future looks bleak. Many 
have little schooling and no skills. 
Some held part-time jobs, but 
many joined militias in their teens 
and have known nothing but vio- 
lence. 

Some feel bitter because they 
claim they fought to protect their 
sects or to preserve Lebanon's 
sovereignty. 

Christians say they sought to 
save a Lebanon they had domin- 
ated since independence from 
France in 1943. Muslims claim, 
they fought for equal rights ■ null 
the Christians and to build a 
Lebanon in which privilege was 
shared among ail. 

Now, the disgruntled gunslin- 
gers complain, they're being tos- 
sed aside with no recognition of 
the sacrifices they believe they 
made. 

“Our men have paid dearly for 
Lebanon. They should be pro- 
vided with a future,” said George 
Abdul Masih. spokesman for the 
Lebanese Forces. With 6,000 
hardcore fighters, it was the main 
militia of right-wing Maronite 
Catholics, the dominant Christian 
sect. 


U.N. officials were having dif- 
ficulty maintaining order in the 
vast camp which was suddenly 
springing up there, he added. 

The Lutheran World Federa- 
tion (LWF) said it would prob- 
ably become the first relief orga- 
nisation to start dropping food 
from the air to the refugees at 
Nasir next week. 

LWF officials said a C-130 Her- 
cules be switched from airlifting 
food to the besieged government- 
held town of Juba to fenying 
supplies to Nasir. 

LWF would charter a Boeing 
707 to maintain the airlift into 
Juba, where nearly a quarter of 
million people displaced by the 
eight-year-old civil war in south- 
ern Sudan are on the brink of 
starvation, they added. 

Several dozen Sudanese re- 
fugees are reported to have been 
killed in Ethiopia. The United 
Nations said in its statement that 
Ethiopian militiamen were con- 
tinuing to rob and harass the 
refugees on the Sudanese side of 
the border. 


Although the government 
wants to expand the 40.000- 
strong army to 60.000 men. 
senior officers are loath to take in 
miiitiamen whose loyalty was 
more to their warlords and their 
sects than to legitimate authority. 

“These fighters still believe in 
the ideologies instilled into them 
by their parties and these are not 
necessarily compatible with the 
national interest,” a government 
official commented. 

Many militiamen were noto- 
rious for their lack of discipline 
and their penchant for looting 
and rapine, raking what they 
wanted when they wanted. 

In the meantime, the unem- 
ployed militiamen are mostly 
cooped up in their barracks, whil- 
ing away the time playing cards or 
soccer. Few expressed any desire 
for joining the army. 

“What ideology shall I defend 
in the army?" one Druse asked. 
“Why should 1 take orders from 
Hrawi’s government?” 

A former Lebanese Forces 
militiaman said he will maintain 
his party's ideals of Maronite 
ascendancy even if he joins the 
army. 

"I’ll go on defending our exist- 
ence as Christians in this region," 
the young man said. 


‘Israel holds 
key to 
release of 
W. Hostages 9 

BAALBEK, Lebanon (R) — A 
leader of the Muslim fun- 
damentalist group Hizbollah said 
Saturday the Western hostages in 
Lebanon would not be released 
until Israel freed Palestinian and 
Lebanese prisoners. 

Hussein Musawi. a member of 
the ruling council of the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God), 
said Tehran wanted the hostage 
problem resolved but did not 
want to put pressure on the kid- 
nappers in Lebanon unless Israel 
released its prisoners. 

“Without solving the issue of 
the prisoners in Israel there is no 
solution to the hostage issue.” 
Musawi said when asked to com- 
ment on a statement by in Iranian 
official last week that he expected 
the Western hostages in Lebanon 
to be freed soon. 

Groups linked to HizboQah 
are believed to hold the 12 Wes- 
terners — six Americans, three 
Britons, two Germans and an 
Italian. American journalist Ter- 
ry Anderson, abducted six years 
ago. is the longest held. 

Musawi spoke to reporters one 
day before British Foreign Office 
Minister Douglas Hogg arrives in 
Beirut for talks with officials in a 
bid to speed up the release of 
Western hostages. 

“I am 100 per cent sure our 
brothers in Iran want to end the 
hostage issue... definitely and 
once and for all,” Musawi said. 

“But at the same time they 
don't want to pressure the Islamic 
groups which are concerned with 
the hostages to release their cap- 
tives while the Palestinian and 
Lebanese hostages and prisoners 
are still held by the Israeli enemy 
and. its agents.” 

Israel and an allied Lebanese 
militia hold hundreds of Palesti- 
nian and Lebanese prisoners 
whose release is the main demand 
of the Pro-Iranian kidnappers of 
the dozen Westerners. 

Musawi said it was dear that 
Syria, an ally of Iran and the main 
power broker in Lebanon, 
wanted to solve the problem. 

He added that he believed the 
Westerners would be helped by 
solving the mystery of four Ira- 
nians missing since they were 
kidnapped by a Christian militia 
north of Beirut m 1982. 

“We ask those who campaign 
under the slogan of human rights 
(the West) why they differentiate 
berween one human being and 
another? We declare that this 
differentiation is the main reason 
behind all this crisis.” 


Lebanese militiamen depressed 
after surrendering weapons 


1st inspection of Iraq’s che; 
weapons 



united NATIONS (AP) — 

U.N. inspectors wfll arrive in 
Bagh dad this weekend to begin 
surveying Iraq's chemical 
weapons arsenal of more than 

10.000 bombs, shells and missile 
warheads, the United Nations 
said Friday. 

At least 24 chemical weapons 
experts from Australia, Belgium, 
Britain, Canada, France, Ger- 
many. the Netherlands and 
Sweden are to fly from Bahrain to 
Baghdad Sunday, U.N. spokes- 
man Fred Eckhard said. 

The team wtli spend a week 
surveying the Muthanna state 
establishment, which it calls the 
“Samarra site,” about 70 
kilometres west of Baghdad. 

Iraq says the site has almost 

10.000 chemical weapons, die 
bulk of its chemical arsenal that 
survived the allied bombing raids 
in January and February. 

The Iraqi authorities told the 
United Nations they have both 
completed weapons and bulk sup- 
plies of the nerve gases sarin and 
tabun there, as well as mustard 
gas. 

Iraq agreed to the destruction 
of its chemical, biological, and 
nuclear warfare capability, and 
the disposal of its ibaJHstic- mis- 
siles with a range greater than 150 
kilometres, under the Security 
Council’s April 3 ceasefire resolu- 
tion. 

The inspectors wifi also be 
looking for evidence of biological 


weapons or. production facilities 
for them. Iraq said it did not have 

germ warfare capability, although 
the U.S. State Department in- 
sisted that it did. 

The State Department has also 
said it believes Iraq has not re- 
vealed all the chemical weapons 
stockpiles that remain. U.N. offi- 
cial said there is no way to prove 
Iraq has revealed all its d&emical 
arms. 

TheU£. Defence Department 
has never given a figure for -che- 
mical stockpiles or warheads des- 
troyed in die bombing, but has 
said the allies effectively removed 
Iraq’s ability to produce chemical 
weapons. 

Iraq lists 6.920 120mm rocket 
warheads at the Sam ana site, 75 
tonnes of sarin agent, 150 tonnes 
of intermediate materials for 
tabun, 500 tonnes of the tabun 
agent POCP3, and 280 tonnes of 
mustard gas. 

In addition, Baghdad said 
there are 2,500 sarin warheads for 
Saqr-30 missiles and 200 sarin 
aerial bombs under the debris of 
a destroyed storehouse at the 
ate. 

The Samarra ate also had 16 
research laboratories and produc- 
tion sites that the Iraqis say were 
destroyed by the allied bombing. 

During future trips, the team 
trill examine seven other sites 
which Iraq says have roughly 
1,500 bombs and shells. Iraq has 


also admitted that it still has 52 
Scad missiles with 30 chemical 
warheads that survived the tflfied 
bombing; t - - 

. Bob Ga&ucti, deputy executive 
chairman of the U.N. commission 
destroying the Iraqi' weapons, 

- said the survey team would make 
sure the weapons aren't leaking, 
particularly those under runted 
storehouses. • ■ 

Gallucd said the investigators 
wfll also study the weaponsro 
learn the best ways. of disposing 
of them, . 

The United Sales, Canada, 
Germany and Soviet -Urikm all 

- have methods for destroying che- 
rnical weapons they nave, de- 
signed, — this is the first case i of 
the attempted disposal of chemic- 
al weapons that are mrfannUar. 

The U.N. commission is retting 
up a headquarters and research 
laboratory in. Babram, where its 
experts, can be briefed . on tire 
hazards and practice of disposing 
of the weapons. ■■ 

A team erf International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency inspectors - 
has already checked the ntins of 
Iraq’s two nuclear research sites. 

the Security Council Friday 
privately discussed a proposal jo 
have Iraq pay for .the destruction 
of its chemical and biological 
weapons and Scbd-type missiles. 
Diplomats said the pfah would be 
adopted in a resolution next 


Mitsotakfs visits green line, 
denounces division of Cyprus 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — 
Greek Prime Minister Constan- 
tine Mitsotakis visited the so- 
called green line splitting war- 
divided Cyprus Saturday arid de- 
nounced tiie division as an “un- 
acceptable shame.” 

“It is unacceptable in today’s 
world to have just one dividing 
line left, when the walls in east 
and central Europe have col- 
lapsed everywhere and dividing 
lines have been wiped out,” Mit- 
soiaJtis declared. 

“It is unacceptable that a divid- 
ing line of shame continues to 
exist m this small European is- 
land in the heart of the 
Mediterranean,” he added. 

Mitsotakis -toured a sector of 
the demarcation frontier splitting 
the Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
sectors of the capital city. He was 
escorted by Cyprus President 
George Vassiliou and Mayor Lel- 
los Demetriades. 

The heavily fortified line ex- 


tends the length of the island, 
splitting the Republic of Cyprus 
in the sooth from the Turkish- 
occupied north. Greek and Tur- 
kish Cypriots are not allowed to 
cross it. 

Mitsotakis, on the second day 
of a three-day visit, told his hosts 
that “it is your policy and ours to 
see this dividing line wiped out so 
that the whole of Cyprus and 
Nicosia can be reunited.” 

Hundreds of Greek Cypriots 
lined Ledra Street, the main 
shopping avenue in the old walled 
city, cheering Mitsotakis as he 
walked to the green line. Many 
brushed security guards aside to 
hug or shake hands with him. 

Earlier in the day, he was - 
presented with the golden key of 


fae city and proclaimed an honor- 
ary citizen by Demetriades. 

Mitsotakis said Greece 
wholeheartedly supports the 
struggle of Cyprus to end the 
Turkish occupation and reunite 
the island. 

Hie said thattfae primary reason 
of his visit is to exchangeviews 
vrith Vassiliou and other Greek 
Cypriot leaders grouped in tire 
Cyprus National Council on 
adopting a joint polity for 
“achieving what we have a .right 
to demand from everyone.” 

Cyprus has been unofficially 
partitioned since the 1974 Tur- 
kish invasion launched in the 
wake of an Athens-backed coup 
by -Gr^ek Cypriot supporters of 
unipn with Greece, 


Fleeing Ethiopian 
officials arrested 


Kuwait military in disarray with disgruntled officer corps 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — The 
Kuwaiti military is in disarray 
with many of the best officers 
incensed that senior commanders 
still hold their posts after the 
liberation of the emirate, soldiers 
and Western diplomats say. 

The angry officers have circu- 


lated two petitions saying they 
will quit if post-Gulf war restruc- 
turing does not include leadership 
changes. 

“We are not talking about one, 
two or three officers. We're talk- 
ing about hundreds. They can’t 
rebuild without us,” said an offic- 


er who signed one of the state- 
ments. 

The tension could affect U.S. 
policy in the region. The Amer- 
ican military is expected to play 
the leading role in training and 
re-equiping the emirate's armed 
forces with billions of dollars 
worth of new arms. 

“The sort of people who would 
step out are tire people who are 
desperately needed," said one 
senior Western military officer. 
“The question is whether the 
etnir is willing to sacrifice these 
high-powered officers for the 
sake of stability at the top,” he 
said. 

Western diplomats and 
Kuwaiti officers say the tensions 
have paralysed the military’s 
efforts to begin rebuilding. 

The basic demand of the dis- 
gruntled officers is to redress the 
military fiasco of Aug. 2, when 
Kuwait's 20,300-man armed 
forces put only a brief, uncoor- 
dinated defence to the Iraqi inva- 
sion. 

They are demanding an inves- 
tigation, and removal if neces- 
sary, of the chief of staff, h is 
senior staff and their aides — up 
to 20 generals and 75 colonels. 


The defence minister. Sheikh 
Ali Sabah A1 Sabah, and other 
top Kuwaiti officials declined to 
discuss the situation. 

The Kuwaiti officers inter- 
viewed by the Associated Press, 
all holding at least the rank of 
colonel, requested that their 
names, ranks and service branch 
not be used dae to the sensitivity 
of the subject. 

With hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis massed on the border, the 
officers said they sensed the milit- 
ary was not ready when they were 
finally put on alert at 10 p.m. last 
Aug. 1, but did not realise the 
scope of the problem until the 
invasion began four hours later. 

“There was no intelligence to 
tell them (headquarters) what 
was happening on the ground," 
said one officer. “They had no 
plan to fall back on. If you called 
them to ask them what to do they 
would say, ‘you’re a commander, 
you decide.”' 

The officers conceded Kuwait’s 
tiny military could not have stop- 
ped the invasion. But they said 
maybe it could have held long 
enough for world reaction to 
make Baghdad, hesitate about 


trying to absorb the whole coun- 
try. 

"If we had been ready, we 
could have done some damage to 
the Iraqis,” said a second officer. 

Officers said the Kuwaiti head- 
quarters quickly lost contact with 
many units and issued conflicting 
orders every few hours to those it 
could reach, until the last order 
came late Aug. 2 — to flee. 

"Sometimes a man has to stay 
and fight. When you wear a 
uniform part of your job is to 
fight and die. You accept that. 
You do not want to receive an 
order that says, ‘drop your 
weapons and run, the country has 
collapsed,’” the second officer 
said. 

The feeling runs especially 
strong among the nearly 700 
officers imprisoned in Iraq daring 
the conflict, and the 30 or so who 
went underground and helped 
pass intelligence to the allied 
command. 

“It has to be investigated,” said 
another officer. “Who was re- 
sponsible? Why did they not give 
us orders to fight? Wry didn't 
they reorganise in Saudi Ara- 
bia?” 


The air force was first to urge 
an inquest, with 10 top officers 
delivering a letter April 23 to the 
new defence minister saying they 
would leave the military if no 
action was taken within three 
months. 

No names were mentioned in 
the letter, but it dearly referred 
to removing the chief of staff, 
Maj.-Gen. Mirir Sanna, and his 
deputy, Maj. Gen Jabar A1 
Kbaled A1 Sabah. 

The second petition to be sub- 
mitted soon, and mainly orga- 
nised by army officers, is an 
extremely polite letter to 
Kuwait’s ruler. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmed Al Sabah. 

"It contains phrases like, *to 
build the army again you have to 
investigate what caused die fai- 
lure,*” said an officer who de- 
cided not to sign it out of fear he 
would be dismissed and lose his 
pension after 19 years’ service. 

The officers said the defence 
minister seemed to have an open 
mind toward tbeir demands. And 
they stressed they were not in- 
terested in a coup. 

“We don’t believe in the 
banana-republic route,” said one. 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — More 
than 1,000 former Ethiopian offi- 
cials have been arrested while 
fleeing towards Kenya and Soma- 
lia, the official Ethiopian News 
Agency (ENA) reported Satur- 
day. 

ENA said the heavily-armed 
officials were detained while 
travelling in a convoy of about 
150 stolen government vehicles 
through the southern Bale re- 
gion. 

Nearly all of those arrested 
were members of deposed Presi- 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam's 


NAIROBI (R) — The breakaway 
Republic of Somahlajnn proc- 
laimed by rebels in nothem 
Somalia, has sworn in a govern- 
ment and imposed Islamic sharia 
law. 

Radio Hargeisa said rebel lead- 
er Abd Al Rahman Ahmad Ali 
was sworn in as president Friday 
in a ceremony at the town of 
Burco. 

The Broadcast, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), said several 
ministers of his government were 
also sworn in at the same time. 


Marxist Workers Party of 
Ethiopia (WPE), it added. 

The northern-based Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front (EPRDF), which 
overthrew Mengistu and captured 
the capital Addis Ababa last 
week, has ordered all WPE 
offices to close. 

Meanwhile. EPRDF radio said 
there bad been a demonstration 
in the northern dry of Gondar to 
demand the extradition of Men- 
gistu from Zimbabwe, where he 
fled May 21. 


The northern-based Somali 
National Movement (SNM) de- 
clared the former British colony 
of Somaliland in' independent re- 
public on May 18 following the 
disintegration of Somalia into 
tribal fiefdoms with the over- 
throw of President Moharoed 
Said Barre in January. 

The SNM i$ 'the oldest aid 
strongest of several rebel move- 
ments that emerged to challenge 
Siad Barre’s strongarm rule in the 
1980s and draws its power from 
the large Issaq dan of northern 
Somalia. 
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swears in government 


JOBSAH TELEVISION 

Tek 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1£M Teletext 

1648 Tennis Courier vs. Agassi 

18:15 

1*88 

19:15 

1938 

2M8 


28130 


21:18 

22.-W 



HBAYEB TUBES 

051 

05:25 

F*) r 



16:15 

15:44 


28:18 



CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nazaretb Cbarcb Swcifich 
TcL 910740 

Assemblies at God Church, Td. 

632785. 


St- Jrecph Ctnrch Td. 624590. 
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. WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be relatively bat and winds 
will be northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds wfii be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

MinJtnax. temp. 
Amman 17/ 34 



Aqaba 24/37 

Deserts 18/36 

Jordan Valley 22/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 32, Aqaba 36. Humidity readings; 
Amman 26 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 

cent. 
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ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khashashnch „ ( — ) 
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Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immctbaic 
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Gvil Defence Emergency 199 
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Fuc Brigade 891228 
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Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774)11 
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RJ Flight Information 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 
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OuecnAfia Hospital 60224050 
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Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
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AQABA: 

Princess Ksya Hospital .... (03)314111 
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ment at the Queen A Ha International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ABWMS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 


(Terminal 1) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

**38 Jeddah (RJ) 

18:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

18.-80 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

**=<» Cairo (RJ) 

J&2S Istanbul (RJ) 

Paris. Geneva (Rjj 

Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

19£5 Frankfurt. Vicuna (RJ) 

London. Brussels (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12*8 Tripoli (LN) 

1W® Lamaeu(CY) 

2835 Beirut (ME) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

12=®! Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

VM9 Istanbul (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ| 

Aqaba (RJ) 

20J9 Dhahran (RJ) 

21 M Riyadh (RJ) 

21:15 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:18 Damascus (RJ) 

ZlJt ........ Bangkok. Singapore (RJ) 

2hJt Jeddah. Sanaa (RJ) 

22*45 Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Mk25 Rome (AZ) 

**40 Tripoli (LN) 

1*15 Urnaca(CY) 

MARKET PRICES . 

Uppcrflowcr price ha Gk per kg. 

Apt*: 700/600 

Brewna .. — 500*450* 

Banana (Mukamntar) 450 / 400 

£5“ 850/750 

£“**■8* 120/ 80 

Canot 250 / 200 

Gofiflewer 200 /ISO 

Cacumbcn (large) 120/80 

Qnunbcra (small) 240/ 180 

Eggplant 350 / 250 

- 500 / 400 

*•“»“ y 360 / 300 

Lettuce (per one) 150 / 100 

Marrow (large) 120/ 80 

Marrow (small) 240 / 180 

OnJwOby) 200 / 150 

WMgS 350/300 

gepp erg**) 280/220* 

Pepper (sweet) 300 / 250 

Potato 300/250 

- 150/100 

gS® ■■■■■; 430 / 350 

Sweet melon 280 / 240 

Tomatoes 230 / 180 

Watermelon 270/220 
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New border 

crossing 

planned 

near Ramtha 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Public Works and Housing 
Saturday announced plans for the 
construction of a new border post 
near the Jordanian Syrian border 
to serve as a substftue for the 
present premises, located at 
Ramtha, and said that the project 
would take, 1,000 days to be 
completed. 

The ministry said in a state- 
ment char a tender had been 
awarded to a local construction 
firm which would set up the 
premises at Jaber village, near 
the common border, at the cost of 
JD 8 million. 

The ministry said that the pro- 
ject. to be ser up on a 2,500 
dunum plot of land, entailed set- 
ting up several offices and a 
residential quarter as well as 
general service units. The total 
area of the buildings will be 
33.374 dunums. 

The project also entails laying 
the infrastructure, including the 
construction of roads, bridges 
and other ocaKtis on 520.000 
square metres, the ministry state- 
ment said. 

The statement noted that work 
on the project, which could be 
expected to be completed by the 
middle of 1994, would start in the 
coming two months, according to 
the terms of the agreement. 

Ir said that the new border post 
was to be built as the internation- 
al highway, linking Amman to 
the Syrian border, through Maf- 
raq and Zarqa. a stretch of 52.5 
kilometres, has been completed. 
The four-lane highway, together 
with the new border post premis- 
es. it concluded,- are bound to 
boost transit and general traffic 
across the Syrian-Jordanian bor- 
der. 

Jordan 
urges ILO 
to help 
settle 
returnees 

GENEVA - (J.T.) Jordan told 
the Internationa] Labour Orga- 
nisation COLO) that it sustained 
damage to its' economy esti- 
mated at one third of the 'King- 
dom's gross national product 
(GNP), as a result of the Golf 
crisis, and called for urgent assist- 
ance (torn the organisation to 
help settle the Gulf expatriates. 

Jordan’s appeal was presented 
to the ILO general conference 
here by Minister of Labour 
Abdul Karim AJ Dughmi who 
stressed that Jordan was the 
country worst affected by the 
Gulf crisis and is in dire need of 
assistance to cope with the con- 
sequences of Che returnees. 

Jordan calls on the ILO to help 
it set up a crisis fond to help the 
returnees who have lost their 
savings, property and livelihoods 
and aggravated the country’s un- 
employment problem. 

Mr. Dughmi. who beads the 
Jordanian delegation at this 
year's meetings, said that unem- 
ployment in Jordan was now esti- 
mated at 16.8 per cent of the total 
workforce and it was a direct 
cause for the wide spread pover- 
ty- 

The minister noted that at least 
33 per cent of the total population 
in Jordan now live under the 
poverty line, up from 20 per cent 
before the Gulf crisis. 

The government last week 
announced plans to set up bous- 
ing units, at the initial cost of JD 
4 million, to help settle the retur- 
nees and said further plans were 
contemplated. 

Mr. Dughmi told the meeting 
that the Jordanian government 
had engineered a fund to supply 
low-income groups with soft 
loans to embark' on income- 
generating projects and become 
seif supportive, and to help re- 
duce the unemployment problem 
in the country. 


Italian parliamentarians stress 
need for implementation of 242, 338 


By Serene Halasa 
Special to ibe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A seven-member 
Italian parliamentary team, 
currently on a tour of the 
region, headed (or Jerusalem 
Saturday after holding talks 
with various Arab leaders re- 
garding the international 
efforts to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. The team's visit 
will also center around the 
latest American proposal 
which was rejected by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir. 

The team, headed by 
Michele Achilli. chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Italian senate and a 
member of the Italian Socialist 
Pany. met with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AJ Assad, and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

"We want to check (see) the 
position of the main countries, 
especially with the latest Bush 
proposal." Mr. Achilli told the 
Jordan Times. 

The Bush proposal, pre- 
sented in letters to Shamir, and 
Assad, suggested a comprom- 
ise in the position of the two 
countries concerning holding a 
conference on the Middle 
East, defining Lhe role of the 
United Nations at such a con- 
ference. and the possibility of 


holding (he talks more than 
once. 

Reports from Tel Aviv 
spoke of Shamir's rejection of 
the compromise proposal that 
suggests having a United Na- 
tions observer present at the 
conference which would recon- 
vene every six months with the 
consent of the participating 
parties. 

Mr. Achilli described 
Israel’s refusal of the proposal 
as “ridiculous." saying that 
now it was the right time to 
move in the direction of resolv- 
ing the Arab-Israeli problem. 
He also said that Italy, along 
with the rest of the members of 
the European Community, 
supported the implementation 
of Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338. 

“Italy is for the full imple- 
mentation of (resolutions) 242 
and 338. and for the security, 
self-determination and recog- 
nition of the. Palestinians." he 
said. 

Admitting that progress was 
slow regarding the imple- 
mentation of the Security 
Council resolutions. Mr. 
Achilli said the Arab side was 
willing to move towards resolv- 
ing the conflict, but that the 
other side (Israel) was not 
showing much flexibility. 

“I felt that the Arab coun- 


tries are in a good mood, and 
ready to understand the other 
side." he said. 

During their two-day visit to 
Jordan the team met with 
Crown Prince Has&an and 
heard from the Jordan's views 
on the current situation regard- 
ing the latest peace proposal. 

Prince Hassan also empha- 
sised the need for a settlement 
that would ensure security and 
stability in the region in line 
with similar arrangements en- 
dorsed by the Helsinki confer- 
ence on security and stability in 
Europe. 

His Royal Highness also dis- 
cussed with the Italian visitors 
the question of inter-regional 
cooperation for the utilisation 
of the region's natural re- 
sources. especially water. 

Referring to Iraq, the Prince 
stressed the need to safeguard 
Iraq's sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity, and voiced con- 
cern over the consequences of 
the Gulf war on the popula- 
tion. 

The team also met with the 
speakers of the upper and low- 
er houses of Parliament. 
Ahmad al Lawzi and Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat, who referred to 
Israel's rejection of Security 
Council resolutions as a stumb- 
ling block in the way of achiev- 
ing peace in the region. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment is determined to implement 
numerous economic and invest- 
ment projects that woald open 
the way for the employment of a 
good number of graduates horn 
the faculty of engineering and 
technology in Jordan and thus 
help reduce the unemployment 
problem, Prime Minister Mudar 
Bad ran announced here Satur- 
day. 

“The government has already 
made allocations to help achieve 
this goal through the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing which 
would appoint new engineers for 
on-tbe-job training periods," the 
prime minister said following his 
opening of the second exhibition 
of architectural work by students 


from the University of Jordan. 

Mr. Badran said that the Minis- 
try of Public Works had already 
employed 400 new engineers for 
on-the-job training programmes. 

The government, Mr. Badran 
noted, is also planning to absorb 
new graduates through a prog- 
ramme that would be im- 
plemented in coordination with 
the Jordanian Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) between now and the 
end of 1991, and the engineers 
will be put to work on numerous 
economic projects. 

Praising the high standard of 
training the students are acquir- 
ing at the University of Jordan, 
the prime minister said that the 
designs put on display were close- 


ly connected with the Jordanian 
community's needs and they re- 
flected rhe traditional culture. 

The faculty Dean Isam Zabala- 
wi said that the students' 
architectural designs were closely 

linked to projects needed by the 
public and the private sectors. 

The prime minister toured 
parts of the exhibition examining 
designs, which, among other 
things, included a municipal 
council building for Karak, the 
national museum of Amman, the 
national library and the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities and the new 
palace of justice in Amman. 

The university president and 
deans were among those attend- 
ing the opening ceremony. 


Baby milk available again 


By Maha Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Baby milk is back 
on pharmacy shelves where it 
was not available for a few 
weeks due to a stop in import- 
ing baby formula horn Britain 
and Ireland after the spread of 
a cow disease that contamin- 
ated milk in those countries. 

Now, an importer of chil- 
dren’s formula said, some 
100,000 cans of milk are wait- 
ing for clearance in the Aqaba 
Port, while another 70,000 
cans have already been distri- 
buted to pharmacies over the 
past few days. 

According to Abdel Rahim 
Issa, an importer of medicine 
and baby milk and a repre- 
sentative of the Technical 
Committee of the Jordanian 
Pharmacists Association, the 
clearance .of the milk in Aqaba 
is expected to take ten days as 
compared with two days pre- 
viously. This is because the 
formula has to be sample 
tested at the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) to ensure that it 
is free of the vims causing the 
cow disease in Ireland and 
Britain. 

“It has not been proved that 
the virus affects human beings, 
bat the virus has an incubation 
period of up to five years and 
because it has not been proved 
to definitely not affect them it 
is best to be on the safe side 
and test the raflk," Mr. Issa 
said. 

He added that Jordan would 
soon buy children formula 


from sources other than 
Europe. “Members of the 
Ministry of Health, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, and the 
Ministry of Supply have de- 
cided to stop importing milk 
from Europe and as an alterna- 
tive import milk from the Un : 
ited States," Mr. Issa said. 

“Since Ireland is one of the 
biggest suppliers of milk, i( is 
possible that it also supplies 
milk to the United States. This 
is why it was decided that the 
type of milk that is to be 
imported should be a formula 
processed in the United States. 

The "chosen" formula was 
imported by Jordan before and 
has the same nutritious value 
as the formulae from 
Europe," be said. 

Informed sources at the 
Ministry of Health said that the 
cost of importing milk from the 
U.S. would be slightly higher. 
“We feel that the slight in- 
crease in cost of milk (600 fils 
per can) greatly outweighs the 
risk of bringing milk that may 
be contaminated with the cow 
virus,” he said. “The increase 
in cost will be due to the fact 
that the cost of processing milk 
is higher in the U.S. than in 
Europe." 

Pharmacists are sure that the 
concerned parties are doing 


their utmost to solve the milk 
“crisis" as efficiently as possi- 
ble. 

Some think there are other 
reasons behind the lack of 
baby milk now. when it was 
available throughout the Gulf 
war. “1 don’t think it is just 
because of the cow disease , but - 
people unintentionally hoard 
large supplies of milk in their 
homes rendering the milk un- 
available to others.” a pharma- 
cist in Shmeisani, who refused 
to identify himself, said. “I 
also believe that the milk dis- 
appeared faster because many 
people bought children's milk 
to send it to Iraq where it is 
badly needed. This further de- 
pleted the available supply," 
he said. 

The pharmacist said there 
was no reason to worry about 
the increase of the milk price 
because the Ministry of Health 
was keeping a close watch on 
the pricing process. He added 
that “the price of milk, like the 
price of medicine, only 
changes if the exchange rate of 
the Jordanian dinar changes.” 

Mr. Issa said that the prices 
of milk and medicine would 
change if the exchange money 
rate fluctuates by three per 
cent and for three months in a 


French Quartet holds concert 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITION 

Krhflwrtnn <jf photographs bj Bernard Gnfflot at the French 
Cnttond Centro — 6M p-m. 

t5t CoDoprtfaensrre book exhibition at the Royal Ctdthral Centro. 
& Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Abdul Jabber Salman at 
Alfa Art Gallery, Insurance BufkUng, 1st Circle (opening 
ceremony at 6 p-m.) 

CONCERT 

☆ Mode concert by Ludwig String Qnartct at the Royal Cultural 
Centro — 8HM p-m. 


By Jean-CIande Elias 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Each year the series 
of recitals and concerts in Am- 
man used to start in October and 
last till June, the year after. 
However because of the situation 
that had prevailed in the region, 
music has taken a long slumber 
since mid 1990. The coming of 
the famoos French “Qualuor 
Ludwig", Jean-Philippe Audoli 
— 1st violin, Marc Togonal — 
2nd violon. Padrig Faure — 
violon alto and Anne Copery — 
cello, will be to Amman’s music 
life what the prince charming was 
to the sleeping beauty. 

The “Quatuor Ludwig" con- 
cert is introduced by the French 
Cultural Centre in Amman in 
cooperation with the National 
Music Conservatory, Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation. A unique 
concert is scheduled on Sunday, 
June 9, 1991, at 8:0 p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Four young but already mature 


musicians created the quartet in 
September 1985. Since then, they 
have won numerous awards, 
toured the United States and 
Europe and made excellent re- 
cordings of quartets by French 
composers Claude Debussy and 
Henri Dutilleux. One of the ma- 
jor works by Dutilleux is particu- 
larly well performed by the 
Quatuor Ludwig: “Ainsi La 
Nuit." 

The Quatuor experience has 
lead them to working with Bruno 
Pasquier, the Quatuor Alan 
Berg, the Quatuor de Tokyo as 
well as many other influential 
modem musicians. An exception- 
al television recording was pro- 
duced for their performance of 
Berg’s “Suite Lyrique." 

On a tour covering also Syria 
and Egypt, the Quatuor's Sun- 
day's concert should be the first 
in a new series of music events 
supposed to restore the pleasure 
of live performance in the hearts 
and soul of all music lovers in 
Jordan. 
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Foreign Minister Taber Al Masri Saturday bolds 
talks with Palestine Liberation Organisation fPLO) 
Executive Committee member Mahmoud Abbas on 


ways to 
pbotoj 


assist Palestinians under occupation J Petra 


Mayor of Amman’s ‘right’ 
infringes on the children’s 


Government pledges to help 
reduce number of unemployed 


By Nur Sati 

Special fo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A derision to 
build a row of shops on the 
premises of the Hava Cultural 
Centre (HCC) by the mayor of 
Greater Amman Municipality 
was faced with vehement 
opposition from the HCC 
board members even though it 
is a legal move. 

As director of HCC. Nabil 
Sawalha. pointed out. the 
municipality has the right to 
take any land since it is theirs, 
“but it is illegal from a moral 
aspect." Around 60 to 70 
thousand children attend HCC 
activities each year: these stu- 
dents are using the centre and 
its facilities “freely and with 
little to pay." By building a 
row of shops, “it will become 
too commercialised and expen- 
sive (like all the other parks) 
and unattended, with broken 
swings and slides." he argued. 

The mayor, Ali Suheimat, 
affirmed that all the HCC area 
belonged to the municipality. 
Besides, "the HCC had asked 
for some expansions and the 
municipality is agreeing to 
that." 

The centre is planning to 
build a planetarium, a 
cafeteria, a children's bank and 
is also planning to landscape 
the garden, according to the 
HCC official. 

The mayor confirmed that 
the row of shops would be 
inaugurated in the north east- 
ern corner of the HCC. It 
would cover some 960 metres 
in area. “When the drawings 
are completed, we will submit 
them to the municipality.” Mr. 
Suheimat said. 

Several parents whose chil- 
dren attend the HCC express- 
ed bewilderment at the 
mayor's derision. “It is not 
right.” said a parent who pre- 
ferred anonymity. “Why 
would the municipality turn a 
beautiful green area into con- 
crete for their own benefit? 


Because they need the 
money?" she asked. "We are 
happy now. [f we want shops 
or shawarmahs. we can go to 
numerous other places." said 
another parent. 

The mayor however insisted 
that "the proposed structures 
are outside the boundaries of 
the cultural centre, therefore 
there is no problem.” He 
added that he did not “under- 
stand the centre’s objections to 
the municipality's investing a 
small area when the centre is 
asking the municipality to erect 
other buildings, which take up 
more space." 

A passerby commented that, 
at present, children and pa- 
rents visit the centre for its 
activities and museums. In 
short, for educational pur- 
poses. What the muniriaplity 
wants to do is “put petty little 
shawarmah shops all over the 
place instead of educational 
buildings." 

"We. as citizens." Mr. 
Sawalha added, “believe 
strongly that every metre of 
open and green area in Am- 
man is worth a lot more in 
social and longterm returns 
than shops." He pointed out 
that it was the municipality 
which declared the "green 
Amman." yet “they destroyed 
the only big park in Amman 
(the King Abdullah Gardens) 
which they turned into a ce- 
ment forest" and a losing pro- 
ject. 

Chairman of HCC board 
Abdullah Ensour indicated 
that some members of munici- 
pality board were not aware of 
the project. “Some members 
are on both boards and they 
were surprised to know of the 
project." Mr. Ensour said. 
“We appreciate the financial 
difficulty and burden of the 
municipality of Amman, but in 
order to keep the environment 
and the beauty of Amman and to 
extend our basic services to the 
neighbourhood, we need to 
preserve the space.” he added. 


Mr. Sawalha said that the 
space to be replaced by shops 
would crowd the place and 
cause an unpredictable change 
in the park and in the HCC 
activities. "Because the mayor 
is thinking of making it a 
pedestrian area, it will stop 
many people and schools from 
bringing their children to the 
centre's activities and 
museums.” 

The HCC feels that as 
citizens and as a centre "we 
have a say,” and we must be 
consulted, the chairman of the 
board said. Mr. Ensour hopes 
to have a joint meeting be- 
tween the mayor and HCC 
board members. "We hope the 
mayor changes his mind be- 
cause he knows we mean well 
for the country." 

The children at the HCC will 
try to oppose the action by 
demonstrating, especially 
when the buldozers show up. 
according to the HCC official. 

The municipality is one thai 
regulates and inspects areas. 
At the same rime it wants to be 
a competitor. "There is no one 
to inspect the municipality. I 
doubt they would give them- 
selves tickets!” Mr. Sawalha 
said. 


support 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan's foreign 
minister and a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) official 
Saturday discussed ways of sup- 
porting Palestinians in the Israel i- 
occupied territories. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. said Foreign Minister Tahcr 
Al Masri and Mahmoud Abbas, a 
member of the PLO's Executive 
Committee. led a meeting of a 
Jordanian-Paiestinian committee 
to support Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

"They discussed ways of sup- 
porting the Palestinians and alle- 
viating their sufferings that have 
resulted from the tough econo- 
mic. educational and social condi- 
tions L’lCV are facing." Petra said. 

' They also discussed financing 
necessary programmes." thv 
agency added. 

The joint committee, formed in 
19S5 to help social and economic 
development in the West Bank, 
has dramatically reduced its acti- 
vities due to lack of funds from 
Gulf states. 

Seminar 

tackles 

vocational 

training 

programmes 

AMMAN t Petra) — Officials in 
charge of vocational training 
programmes in Iraq, Yemen. 
Sudan. Egypt. Syria and Jordan 
gathered in Amman Saturday for 
a two-week training seminar 
organised by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) and 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) Director Ahmad 
Atwan said that the participants 
would discuss training courses, 
preparation of programmes and 
cooperation with United Nations 
agencies in this field. 


Ceremony held for 
Jordanian pilgrims 


AMMAN (J.T. | — The Minisrry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Saturday saw off the first group of 
Jordanian Muslisms performing 
the annual pilgrimage (At Haj) in 
Mecca and announced that this 
year the total number of Jorda- 
nians going to Mecca for the 
pilgrimage was 6.328. 

Addressing a ceremony held at 
the Amman Fair Centre to see off 
the pilgrims. Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Ibrahim Zeid 
Al Kilani wished the pilgrims 
success and said he hoped the 
pilgrimage would help bolster ties 
between Muslims from various 
Arab and Islamic states. 

The minister voiced Jordan's 
appreciation of Saudi Arabia 
Embassy in Amman for facilitat- 
ing the travel proedures of the 
pilgrims from Jordan and the 
occupied Arab territories. 


At the ceremony it was 
announced that a total of 1.460 
Muslims from the occupied Arab 
territories since I9S4 were per- 
forming this year's Haj. 

The ministry organised a simi- 
lar ceremony Thursday to see off 
the first batch of Muslims from 
Palestinian lands occupied since 
1948. 

Dr. Kilani delivered a brief 
address on the occasion, calling 
on the pilgrims to adhere to the 
teachings of Islam in their deal- 
ings with all Muslims in the holy 
places. 

Last year, a total of 13,000 
pilgrims from Jordan and Pales- 
tine performed the pilgrimage. 
The decline in rhe number this 
year was attributed to the current 
economic situation in the King- 
dom and in Palestine, and to 
tension caused by the Gulf war. 


Cyprus invites tourists 

AMMAN — The director-general of Cyprus Tourism. Mrs. 
Phryne Michael, answering a question posed by a leading Arab 
journalist said in detail? "I would like to assure our friends in the 
Arab World that for us tourism is not merely numbers. Our 
ambition is to offer to every tourist who comes to Cyprus all 
facilities so that he can enjoy his holidays to the maximum 
possible degree and thus leave our island a happier and more 
relaxed human being. 

Today Cyprus is still a special place. Despite its small size it 
offers a' unique variety of scenery, from golden sandy beaches to 
green pine-clad forests rich in rare species of plants which 
altitudes of more than 6,000 feet. 

I must underline the most dominant and important attraction of 
Cyprus as a holiday destination. Our people and Cyprus 
hospitality which is unparallelled and cannot be easily matched by 
any other country. Cyprus has been called the “Island of Dove 
and Beauty” and is very much so. 
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New era for Jordan 

TODAY 1 marks a historic occasion for Jordan when (he marfi - acclaimed 
and mnch-talked-aboai National Charter will be adopted at a conference 
grouping r e pr e sentatives of all walks of life in the Kingdom. Ever since His 
Majesty King Hussein formally introduced the proposal to articulate and 
adopt a national charter to regulate the country's political, social and 
economic life on April 21, 1990 and established the Royal Commission for 
rttet purpose, the people of Jordan have been engrossed in deep dialogue 
and widespread discussions across the entire political spectrum. To this 
very Last day, there remains some confusion about the nature, legal status 
and overall purpose of the Charter. The Charier itself defines its raison 
d'etre as intended to lay “the foundation for the general national effort and 
guide Its roote." The King was more specific when in launching the 
mandate of the Royal Commission he said that the Commission's “rote wffl 
be to draft a national charter which w31 constitute the starting point upon 
which people from afl walks of Gfe will meet before they are launched into 
the practice of pofitical pluralism.” The other shades of opinion in the 
country on the Charter ranged from depicting the entire exercise as an 
effort to provide a ceiling for political activity in the Kingdom to “a general 
ideological framework, proposing new basic concepts and advanced ideas 
that govern the coarse of the Jordanian state within the contemporary 
perspective,” as the former prime minister and chairman of the Commis- 
ion, Mr- Ahmad Obeidat, said in one of the meetings of the Commission. 

On balance, the most reasonable way to define the Charter is to describe 
it as some kind of domestic “customary law” incorporating a sort of social 
contract among the people of Jordan and among their various political, 
socio-economic affiliations. For aU intents and purposes, the document does 
not purport to address all Ifae issues or redress all the shortcomings that 
exist or may surface in the future. There is no doubt, therefore, that such a 
charter will require periodic review to make sure that Hs contents remain 
dynamic in the face of aH changes that may occur in the democratic 
e xp e rim ent in the country. If, as suggested by the Chairman of the Royal 
Commission, Mr. Ahmad Obeidat, the country's very Constitution needs 
lo be amended hr order to reflect more faithfully the conclusions reached by 
the Commissioo, surely the Charter itself has to incorporate some 
agreement for a periodic national perusal at the end of at least every 
decade. “Remember,” Mr. Obeidat remarked in one of the Commission's 
meetings, “the Constitution was written forty years ago and in those forty 
years many new images and realities took place which would contribute to 
the development of our awareness.” So as long as the conferees in today's 
meeting and the watching people of Jordan keep in mind that the Charter is 
not the end of the road, but rather the beginning, they wiD be better 
advised to concentrate on the spirit and comprehensive purpose of the 
Charter rather than on its bits and parts in isolation from the whole. 

If there were some basic dements missing in the Charter it is the absence 
of any effort to address some of the country's archaic tradition, especially 
tribal justice and honour crimes. As the new “customary law*' of the land 
is to introduce contemporary mores and practices not confined to political 
activity, it is unfortunate that this first endeavour ever to put the 
sodo-economk and political paths of the country on the right course has 
failed to raise such pestering issues that still afflict the Jordanian society. 

And as the entire Charter provisions were expressly made subject to the 
various international treaties that Jordan had ratified, it is pertinent to 
remember, therefore, that the Charter needs to be read and construed in 
the light of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights 
(1CCPR) which Jordan signed and ratified some 14 years ago. 

The other consolation in tins entire exercise is the fact that the Charter 
has no force of law and was never intended to be so. The fact that It may be 
subjected lo a closer scrutiny in the future in souk kind of review 
conference makes the (ask of accepting it that much less controversial. 


AESABI1C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT seems that President Bush's efforts to open the way for the 
return to the Middle East by U.S. Secretary of State James Baker 
have been aborted thanks to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, said Al Ra'i Arabic daily Saturday. The paper noted that 
Shamir's rejection of the U.S. president's ideas came in a reply 
message sent to the American leader in the past week refusing the 
idea of an enlarged peace conference to be held every six months 
and the symbolic presence of the U.N. secretary general at the 
meeting. With this new rejection Israel has thus added one more 
“no" to peace with the Arabs on the basis of exchanging land for 
peace, the paper noted. It said Israel has also refused to freeze its 
Jewish settlement programme in occupied Arab lands, and 
rejected the idea of involving Palestinians living in Jerusalem in 
the peace process, considering Jerusalem as the indusputable 
capital of Israel. The new rejection of Bush's ideas places the U.S. 
administration face to face with a new defiance and a difficult test 
at a time when the U.S. administration has showed no sign of 
serious attempts to put an end to Israel's intransigence, the paper 
pointed out. Unless the Americans take a meaningful step and 
unless the Arabs concert their stands, the Arab Nation will sooner 
or later discover that aH promises of a peaceful settlement for 
their chronic problem with Israel is no more than a mirage. 

A guest columnist in Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily Saturday says 
that the Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan has the rigjit to express its 
members' political and ideological views but should equally 
tolerate other people's rights to express their views on equal basis. 
Muslim Brotherhood members are free to express their views and 
ideas but they have no right (o consider such ideas as enshrined 
with sacredness says Abdul Karim Kabariti. He notes that the 
Brotherhood have the right to appear as pious and religious as 
they wish but should not characterise themselves as the protectors 
of Islam or serving under the standards of the innocent and the 
pure. Kabariti, a parliament member and former minister, invites 
the Muslim Brotherhood to delve into politics within the 
framework of the Constitution, and not to consider themselves to 
be the only Muslims on earth. He says each member of the 
Jordanian family has the right to have his or her say and everyone 
is liable to mistakes including members and non-members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. If you strive to build palaces in paradise, 
that is your own personal affairs, but you have to realise that 
Jordanian citizens cannot do without material homes on earth and 
jobs to earn a living; and this cannot materialise by day-dreaming 
alone or through building castles in (he air. die writer says 
addressing the Brotherhood. We cannot bury our heads in the 
sand and try to forget about the prevailing situation, but we ought 
to face the stark truth that the Jordanian people cannot sit idly by 
and cannot be neutralised while watching Muslim Brotherhood 
members issuing Islamic legal views (FatwasY in Cairo or 
Germany to be imposed, on Jordanians; the writer adds. He notes 
that Jordanians believe in democracy, supremacy of the law and 
national unity, and realise also that the coming stage can by no 
means tolerate any side issues in the struggle for existence and 
national unity and the future of the Arab Nation. Hie writer says 
the Jordanians can by no means succumb to the will of those 
issuing directives from Cairo where the Israeli flag continues to 
fly, and stresses the fact that the Jordanian people can by no 
means detracted from their national stand. 


Debt relief, the only option 


IT has become abundantly clear by now that Jordan is unable to 
service its huge external debts, both principal and interest. This 
problem calls for a radical solution. The solution should be sought 
between Jordan and its creditors, through the proper reading of 
the situation and recognition of the hard facts. The sooner the 
better. 

In the year 1990, for example, some $935 million in principal 
and $599 million in interest fell due and became payable. This, a 
total of $1534 million, is equivalent to 150 per cent of the value of 
all commodity exports, or 45.4 per cent of the gross domestic 
product at factory cost, as calculated by the IMF experts. 

These horrible ratios give an idea on the volume and the burden 
of debt service in relative terms, but it is practically useless, 
because it does not mean that Jordan would have been able to 
service the debt if only the ratios were a little bit lower and 
reasonable. Even if principal amounts were deferred for a grace 
period of ten years, as was agreed in the case of Morocco, the 
Jordanian economy will not be able to generate foreign exchange 
sufficient to pay the interest or any part of it. unless payment is 
financed by fresh loans. 


By Anwar Ibrahim 

The writer is finance minister of 
Malaysia, and a member of the 
Board of Governors of the Isla- 
mic Development Bank and a 
committee member of The World 
Council of Mosques. The article 
is reprinted from the Los Angeles 
Times. 

THE state of the Muslim world, 
so dismally revealed during the 
Gulf crisis and its aftermath, may 
be summed up in a single phrase: 
A collapse of moral initiative. 

The Muslim mindset today is 
both morally and intellectually 
docile: on the one hand, we have 
become accustomed to blaming 
everything on the colonial legacy 
while, on the other, some of us 
seem to have little hesitation in 
condoning the naked aggression 
of one Muslim country against 
another. 

Instead of honestly addressing 
the central issues that face the 
Ummah, or Muslim community, 
our leaders have engaged in emo- 
tional exploitation. There are 
empty slogans and rallying cries 
aplenty — cries which, like Sad- 
dam Hussein's cant against West- 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 


TEHRAN — Iran, isolated for a 
more than decade from its Gulf 
Arab neighbours by their fear of 
its Islamic fundamentalism, is 
capitalising on the Arab split 
caused by the Gulf war. 

President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani trod a difficult path of 
neutrality after Iran's former foe 
Iran invaded Kuwair last August. 

There was no question of sup- 
porting Iraq but neither could 
Tehran welcome the - U.S.-led 
allied build-up. in Saudi Arabia. 

Now, with Iraq defeated and 
American troops heading home, 
Iran can look across the Gulf with 
some satisfaction. 

The Gulf Arabs, most of whom 
backed Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein during his 1980-88 war 
against Iran, are drawing a bitter 
lesson: Baghdad proved a 
treacherous ally and they have 
little choice but to make up with 
Tehran. 

It goes against the grain be- 
cause the Iranians are not Arabs 
and speak a language unrelated 
to Arabic. But Iran and Iraq are 
the two strongest powers in the 


area, and with Iraq in eclipse for 
the moment. Iran has inevitably- 
come to the fore again. 

“The Iranians are very keen to 
break the all-against-one. Arabs- 
against-Persians mentality that 
was the strength of Saddam. They 
want to prevent that happening 
again.” one western diplomat 
said. 

Already there is talk of increas- 
ing cooperation between Iran and 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), which groups all 
the states of the Arabian peninsu- 
la except Yemen. 

The matter was discussed dur- 
ing an important visit to Tehran 
this week by Saudi Arabia's Fore- 
ign Minister Prince Saud Al Fais- 
al, whose country only restored 
relations with Iran three months 
ago after a four-year break. 

Iranian media quoted the Saudi 
minister as saying the GCC 
wanted better relations with Iran 
and would soon issue a statement 
on the subject. 

What the new relationship will 
involve is still unclear. Washing- 
ton, to whom the Gulf states are 
beholden for driving Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait, is unlikely to wel- 
come any serious military ties 


Let us then look at. study and analyse the balance of payments 
for the year 1990, when Jordan was applying the economic 
adjustment programme approved by the IMF, to the full 
satisfaction of the official creditors of Paris Club, and the private 
creditors of London Gub. 

Around $665 million were re-scheduled, representing overdue 
principal and interest. Another amount of $324 mtllion came due 
but was not paid during the Gulf crisis. Total amounts not paid 
was thus in the order of $989 million. By subtracting this unpaid 
amount from the total amounts that came due, which is $1,534 
million as explained above, we conclude that Jordan actually paid 
$545 million during 1990 in debt service. 

However, another look at the balance of payments will reveal 
that Jordan obtained fresh credit of $545 million during the year, 
which is exactly equal to the amounts paid. In other words, tbe 
net repayment was zero, and the overall indebtedness grew by 
around $600 million, due to accumulation of interest on the 
staggering SS billion outstanding debt. 

But 1990 was an exceptionally good year, as far as the flow of 
foreign exchange is concerned. Jordan received during the first 


half of tbe year generous Arab aid, and received during- the-, 
second half large amounts of foreign aid by way of compensation 
for Gulf crisis losses. Only, under those favourable, arc urostaiK ^s . 
was Jordan able to make ends meet without net borrowing. 

In other words, it is not' expected that Jordan can in the furore 
maintain a similar balance between new borrowing and repay- 
ment of old debts. Most likely Jordan wifi need roorercreiJrt to 
cover the gap in its current account,- wfach is getting narrower 
slowly and with difficulty. Creators wiD not be able to squeeze 
sizeable amounts of foreign exchange from. Jordan when-^juem- 
ployment is in the twenties and the standard of Kvtng is 40 per cent 
below the level reached m 1987. : . ; ... 

Barring a miracle, there is obviously no realistic soltftfoa tothe 
external debt of Jordan except a- mutual agree ment to write off 
the whole debt, provided Jordan will undertake to the. interna- 
tional community that it will vigorously reform -and liberalise its 
economy, and will accelerate its drive for democracy, human 
rights, clean environment and political commitment to peace with 
justice. ’ - . 


must help themselves 


em imperialism and his call for a 
Muslim jihad. are [ittle more 
than manipulative political ploys 
when made in the name of an 
oppressive regime. 

The Muslim psyche revels in 
such emotional outbursts, yet it 
remains oblivious to the rational 
behaviour demanded by the com- 
plex realities of the global order. 

There is. of course, truth in the 
Muslim criticism of the West, the 
West has not shown a moral 
consistency in dealing with the 
Muslim world. It is this Muslim 
disillusionment with the West 
which is partly responsible for the 
current state of affairs. 

However, the latest events in 
the Gulf tell us that the western 
bogey is invoked by tyrants and 
aggressors to perpetuate their 
hold on their own people. Their 
invocations of the dictates of 
Islam are mere escapism because 
they do nothing beyond these 
pronouncements against the West 
to improve the lives of their own 
people. 

This status quo must change: 
Muslim leaders must take the 
initiative to get out of their pre- 
dicament by appealing to reason 
and moral principles. 


In the past, we have been 
steadfastly oblivious to the exces- 
ses and brutalities inflicted by 
Muslim on their own people. We 
have failed to recognise that the 
rampant corruption, chronic 
poverty, disregard for fun- 
damental human rights, denial of 
opportunities to women, econo- 
mic inequality, illiteracy , and 
tolerance of or even collusion 


All of the 40 or so Muslim coun- 
tries belong to the so-called Third 
World. Even if we forget this 
cliche of the West, we cannot 
ignore the abject conditions 
under which the Muslims masses 
are forced to live. 

It is inconsistent to censure 
modern education when the 
majority of us have no access to 
basic education. Could we be 


“The Muslim world has been oblivious to the 
brutalities inflicted by Muslims on their own 
people, and failed to recognise rampant corrup- 
tion, chronic poverty, disregard for human 
rights... 9 ' 


with tyrannical systems are not 
symptoms, but the cause, of our 
decay. 

Besieged by these social prob- 
lems of our own creation, how 
can we be justified in blaming 
them on others? 

It makes little sense to curse the 
materialism of the West and sanc- 
tify anti-materialism when the 
majority of Muslims cannot 
afford the basic amenities of life. 


more distant from contemporary 
realities? 

In today's world, Muslims are 
marginalised. They are excluded 
from advanced technological 
society, which, to a great extent, 
will determine our political fate. 
The devastating effectiveness of 
western military technology in 
the Gulf war provided fresh evi- 
dence of this actuality. The milit- 
ary absolutism and dearth of 


pragmatic thinking on the part of 
Muslims made it no contest.' 

In our efforts to regain moral 
initiative and resolve the identity 
crisis of the Ummah, we must 
push aside symbols and rhetoric 
to embrace the Islamic com- 
mands that bind us as a com- 
munity. 

These commands enjoin good 
and forbid evil, and call for tbe 
improvement of our socio-econo- 
mic condition. They enjoin us to 
defend the rights of the poor and 
oppressed, refrain from economic 
exploitation and strive for a 
socially just society. 

On the global scene, Muslims 
most develop the confidence to 
become actors ratber than passive 
spectators. To begin, we should 
accept the reality of a pluralistic 
world. Within Muslim history, 
pluralism is far from an alien 
concept. Any doctrinaire rigidity 
that runs counter to Islamic prin- 
ciples of accommodating others 
should be rejected. We must then 
muster the political will and com- 
mitment to change, which can 
only happen in an atmosphere of 
free expression. 

Intellectual reconstruction, 
which can only be based on free 


expression, irevery bit as argent 
in the wake of the Gulf war as 
repairing the material and en- 
vironmental devastation. Only 
under the free flowering of the 
Muslim intellect can we jettison 
the rigid polemics and intolerance 
of thought and devetop cietfibility 
with the rest of the world com- 
munity. • 

Beyond this immediate task of 
intellectual reconstruction, the 
Muslim world must establish new 
priorities. We must develop the 
potential to construct and main- 
tain an economic infrastructure 
which is self-reliant as wen as 
globally competitive. Only on 
that basis can we begin to im- 
prove the living conditions of our 
people and provide them with the 
bask amenities of fife. ■ 

Then we can realistically aspire 
to falfQl the moral imperatives of 
Islam — the promotion of univer- 
sal education^ prudent raanag- 
meni of resources, respect for 
basic human rights and fair dis- 
tribution of wealth. 

If we do not take these impera- 
tives as the new agenda of all 
Muslims, our existence will re- 
main one of dependence and de- 
spair. 


bigger role in Gulf politics 



between them and Iran. 

Nevertheless Iran argues that, 
as a country of 57 million people 
with the longest Gulf coastline of 
any state, it cannot be excluded 
from regional cooperation agree- 
ments. 


Its arguments have been 
strengthened by the problems 
surrounding a plan launched in 
Damascus in March to defend the 
Gulf with a new grouping com- 
•bining the financial power of the 
GCC states with the military mus- 


cle of Egypt and Syria. 

The project has run into diffi- 
culties over the military role of 
the Syrians and disputes over the 
amont of the Kuwait reconstruc- 
tion business to be awarded to 
Egypt. Iran, left out, opposed it 
from the start. 

For the Gulf Arabs, Iran’s 
great size and strength are the 
main reason for caution if they 
are to look to Tehran. One diplo- 
mat compared an alliance with 
Iran to “inviting the bear into 
your cave to protect yourself 
against the bear." 

Aside from age-old antipathy 
between Arabs and Persians, the 
Golf states still look with concern 
at Iran’s I2-year-old Islamic Re- 
volution, which is closely associ- 
ated in their minds with the 
Shi'ite Muslim creed professed by 
most Iranians. 

Most Gulf states have Shi'ite 
minorities, some of which are 
sympathetic to Tehran, and are 
highly sensitive to any threat to 
their' Sunni Muslim and broadly 
pro-western monarchies. 

Talk of worldwide Islamic re- 
volution on the Iranian model can 
still be heard from some hardline 
deputies in Iran’s parliament de- 


spite the beft efforts of Rafsan- 
jani qnd his team' to assure their 
neighbours that Iran has no sub- 
versive plans. 

The hardliners look askance at 
better relations with the Gulfs 
feudal rulers, whom they view 
with contempt. But, for Rafsan- 
jani, the move is a key part of his 
strategy to end Iran's diplomatic 
isolation and revive its shattered 
economy. 

Most diplomats agree that a 
key test of the budding rela- 
tionship between Iran and the 
GCC will be what happens on this 
month's haj pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca, which Iranians are taking part 
in for the first time since 1987. 

Iran has boycotted the haj 
since 400 mostly Iranian demon- 
strators were killed that year in 
clashes with Saudi police in Mec- 
ca. The incident led to the break 
in ties between Tehran and 
Riyadh. 

The two countries have agreed 
that 110,000 Iranian pilgrims will 
go to Mecca this month and may 
demonstrate under certain condi- 
tions. Diplomats say Iran is bend- 
ing over backwards to assure 
Saudi Arabia there will be no 
trouble this time. 


Post-Gandhi campaigning nudges India towards coalition 


By Ruth Pltchford 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — It is no longer 
an ordinary Indian election cam- 
paign. No virulent denunciations, 
no rally grounds teeming with 
slogan-chanting supporters, no 
passionate groundswell of sup- 
port for a charismatic leader. 

After the killing of former 
Prime ■ Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
many voters in the world's most 
populous democracy seem to be 
wondering whether to (fudge through 
monsoon rains or searing heat 
next week to wrap up an election 
they never wanted in the first 
place. 

“There are no heroes left." 
said M.J. Akbar, a spokesman 
for Gandhi's Congress Party who 
has wrirten passionately of the 
secular, social democratic legacy 
of Gandhi's grandfather, inde- 
pendent India's first Prime Minis- 
ter Jawaharlai Nehru. 

All three Major parlies still talk 
of scraping together a govern- 
ment after polling on June 12 and 
15. 

Politicians, analysts and diplo- 
mats agree that what began on 
May 20 as India's most violently 
and closely fought election has 
been sobered by Gandhi's assas- 
sination on May 21 into a denial 
of whole-hearted support to any 


contender. 

Many in New Delhi believe 
that voters, longing to end politic- 
al and economic instability, will 
merely elect another hung parlia- 
ment to replace the fractious 
house that made and broke two 
minority governments after in- 
conclusive 1989 polls. 

In a country depressed by the 
assassination and fed up with the 
stagflation resulting from inde- 
pendent India’s worst foreign 
debt crisis, there is just one hope. 

Bereft of a figurehead from the 
Nehru dynasty. Congress may be 
groping its way towards embrac- 
ing allies in a new era of more 
stable coalition rule — if only to 
block the surge towards power of 
the Hindu revivalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). 

The BJP has what every other 
Indian party finds repulsive, a 
disciplined hierarchy and an 
aggressively Hindu identity. 

Its campaign to claim the site of 

a mosque that it says marks the 
birthplace of a Hindu god has 
sparked riots across the nation 
between the overwhelmingly 
Hindu majority of India's 850 
million people and the 120 mil- 
lion Muslim minority. 

The third contender for power, 
the national Front of former 
Prime Minister Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh, has horrified the up- 


per-caste Hindu elite by pledging 
to break their hold on the 
bureaucracy and give half of gov- 
ernment jobs to lower castes. 

At least Singh s party belongs 
to a mildly chaotic secular main- 
stream. where leaders, not 
cadres, win polls, and where reli- 
gion-based deals for votes are 
made discreetly. 

As for Singh's Communist 
allies in the Left Front, they have 
long been accepted as the left 
hand of Indian democracy. 

Singh's followers accept they 
will fall far short of a majority in 
the 545-seat parliament. 

His core party. Janata Dal. has 
split twice since he joined a long 
line of defectors from Congress 
and defeated Gandhi in the 1989 
polls. Janata Dal’s party machin- 
ery barely functions. 

Singh is idolised by some of his 
followers as a pure-hearted mes- 
siah of the masses. Others find his 
principles irritating. 

**V.P. Singh is not only above 
reproach, he’s above approach." 
said one senior Janata Dal 
source, lamenting the leader's fai- 
lure to tap big business for cam- 
paign funds. 

“He has a mental block about 
money. He tells candidates, ‘cam- 
paign by bicyde.' His financial 
integrity is unquestionable. He 


values it more than the prime 
ministership.” 

The BJP surged from two seats 
in 1984 polls to 86 in 1989 and is 
certain to win more from the 
best-planned of campaigns. 

Most analysts believe it did 
well in polling on May 20, the day 
before Gandhi's death, stripping 
votes from Congress with prom- 


Ipakist^ 


ises to restore Hindus' pride in 
their faith and nation. 

Emphasising its discipline in a 
muted, impeccably organised 
campaign relaunch, the BJP has 
stolen Gandhi's election slogan of 
stability. 

The BJP implicity acknow- 
ledges that government is still at 
least one election away. 
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"By and large the consensus is 
that we’d like to sit in opposition 
for some time and allow other 
parties to come together to form 
a government," said Krishan Lai 
Sharma. part of the broad-based 
leadership of which the party 
boasts. 

Without the Nehru dynasty to 
block career paths, those other 
parties might fall in with Shar- 
ma’s scenario. 

Even Akbar predicts no more 
than a bare majority, at best, for 
Congress. He characterises the 
voter reaction to Gandhi's killing 
"a groundswell of sorrow, a de- 
pression." 

That should ensure Congress is 
tire biggest party, but it is unlikely 
to sweep it to undisputed power. 

‘‘Even a blind man can see 
there are contacts among (Con- 
gress, the national Front and the 
Left Front) about what may hap- 
pen after the election,” said Bha- 
hani Sen Gupta of the Centre for 
Policy Research, an independent 
think tank. 

“That bitter anti-Congress 
sentiment of the past, when Rajiv 
Gandhi was leader, has been 
blunted a Jot. The second phase, 
of the campaign is about signals 
between the secular parties, ab- 
out tbe possibility of working 
together to isolate the BJP.” 
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Keeper of order in the House of Commons becomes national figure 
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By Maureen Johnson 

The Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — A bespecta- 
cled figure in 18th-century court 
dress who intones “order, 
order,” over a cacophony of 
cheers and jeers is an unlikely 
celebrity in modem Britain. 

But die speaker of the House 
of Commons has become a star 
since television cameras entered 
parliament 18 months ago. 

Bernard WeatheriU has pres- 
ided over the rumbustious Com- 
mons since 1983 with a skillful 
mixture of schoolmasterly repri- 
mands, good humor, widely 
acclaimed impartiality and occa- 
sional acts of vengeance. 

Hundreds of the 650 members 
vie to ask questions during the 
15-minute prime minister’s ques- 
tion time on Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days. It is the one bit of par- 
liamentary theatre always earned 
live on television. 

The speaker decides who is 
chosen — “called." in Commons 
parlance — from among the rank- 
and-file legislators who spring up 
from the green leather benches 
signaling for his favour. 

“After all, if people mess 


around, I don't have to call 
them," WeatheriU said with a 
chuckle. “I don't see them.” 
WeatheriU, 70, has been a Con- 
servative Party legislator since 
1964. Commons members elected 
him speaker in 1983. 

In the grand aparrmems in the 
palace of Westminster that go 
with the S95,500-a-ycar job. 
WeatheriU conducted the inter- 
view in a palatial study, sur- 
rounded by portraits of speakers 
from past centuries. 

His unchanging uniform adds 
to the air of timelessness and 
tradition. 

WeatheriU is steeped in it. He 
sprinkles anecdotes with quotes 
from historians, from past speak- 
ers, from Winston Churchill, 
from a vicar who wrote to com- 
plain about members shouting at 
each other, from Americans who 
see the sessions on cable TV and 
who write in at the rate of 20 a 
week — “nearly all admiring.” 
He presides at a difficult time. 
The opposition Labour party 
has become increasingly frus- 
trated by three successive general 
election defeats and is seldom 
able to block a Conservative 
prime minister. 


There was a risk of the opposi- 
tion abandoning the Commons, 
particularly in 1987 when Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher won 
her third successive election, 
WeatheriU said. 

“They said, 'what's the point of 
coming here? The government's 
going to win the vote every 
night. 1 I'd say to them. ‘I know 
that... What matters here is win- 
ning the argument 

To prove that. WeatheriU 
keeps a list of legislators he says 
have swayed the Commons with a 
single speech. 

At least one made history. A 
devastating attack by former 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe precipitated (he Conserva- 
tive Party revolt that brought 
down Mrs. Thatcher in 
November. 

Howe accused (he prime minis- 
ter he had served for more than a 
decade of undermining British 
interests in Europe. 

“The time has come for others 
to consider their response to the 
tragic conflict of loyalty with 
which I have myself wrestled for 
prehaps too long," he told the 
packed and silent chamber. 

"Here you saw effectively a 


bloodless coup," WeatheriU re- 
called. "Jr was a great parliamen- 
tary occasion none of us will ever, 
ever forget.” 

In a system that makes a prime 
minister with a big majority in 
parliament nearly unstoppable, 
WeatheriU has made sure (he 
opposition is heard, ministers are 
quizzed and that Labour's shrink- 
ing left wing has its say. 

Such impartiality has earned 
the disapproval of some in his 
own party — particularly under 
Mrs. Thatcher, who had sup- 
ported another candidate for 
speaker in 1983. 

"ft took her own chief whip. 
John Wakeham, to remind her of 
constitutional practice, that the 
speaker is not.. .a slave, an echo, 
a suit of clothes.” political com- 
mentator Edward Pearce wrote in 
his book on parliament. “Hum- 
mingbirds and hyenas." 

Has there been pressure to be a 
bit more partisan? 

"There has been, of course.” 
WeatheriU said with a laugh. 

“The government with a very- 
big majority is susceptible to the 
old adage that all power is de- 
lightful bul absolute power is 
absolutely delightful." 


From Mrs. Thaicher? “I've al- 
ways got on extremely well with 
her.. .but l think she accepts I'm 
my own man and nor prepared to 
be persuaded or browbeaten.” 

He believes his major achieve- 
ment has been "to ensure that 
the democratic parliamentary sys- 
tem operated fairly, .when the 
government had a wer> large 
majority.'' 

WeatheriU ts not bothered by 
the robust exchanges in the Com- 
mons. where government legisla- 
tors sit on one side of the cham- 
ber and their opponents on the 
other. 

There are groans, giggling jnd 
shouts of "rubbish." There also 
are concerted attempts to disrupt 
speeches, and lawmakers seme-' 
times drown out the prime minis- 
ter and cabinet members. 

“Our parliamentary system is 
not and never has been consensus 
politics." WeatheriU said. “It is 
specifically adverse rsial politics. 
... I*m a son of lightning con- 
ductor." 

Wcathentl will retire at the 
next election, later this year or 
next. What will he miss most? 

“Do you really want to know? 
a driver." 


Charter in Jordan’s ushers in new era life 
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(Conthmnd from page 1) 

ter of tbe National Chatter 
present constitutional guide- 
lines for interaction, analysts 
point to the second chapter 
defining Jordan as a state gov- 
erned by law and political plur- 
alism as the most revolutionary 
and important chapter in the 
40-page document 

A state of law, the charter 
says, “is a democratic state 
winch abides by the supremacy 
of the law and gains its legi- 
timacy, power and strength 
■from the wifi of free people.” 

“All the authorities within 
this state are committed to 
providing the legal, lawful and 
executive guarantees to pro- 
tecting the human being, his 
dignity and basic freedoms 
which were founded by Islam 
and stressed by the interna- 
tional charter for human rights 
and all international and Un- 
ited Nations charters and 
agreements in this regard." die 
definition continues. 

, The Jordanian .state, the 
Charter says, “isa state of law 
in tbe modern concept.- of a 
democratic state and it is the 
state of an citizens regardless 
of their opinions.” 

“It gains its strength from 
the practical and public ap- 
plication of the principles of 
equality, justice and equal 
opportunity and allowing prac~ 
deal participation of the Jorda- 
nian people in decision-making 
on issues that affect their lives 
and provides all citizens with 
psychological comfort and 
faith in the future,” it con- 
dudes. 

A participant in the drafting 
of die National Charter main- 
tarns that “the main benefici- 
ary (of tbe Charter) is the 
ordinary citizen,” He explains 
that within a Jordanian state of 
law “no one party can rule nor 
one (type of) state” therefore 
protecting the citizen’s rigbr to 
be a political an uninfluenced 
by the drudge of political activ- 
ity around him or her. 

The Charter proposes that in 
the Jordanian state of law a 


grievances court should be 
established to monitor the ac- 
tions of those working in the 
executive authority and hands 
its reports to parliament and 
the cabinet. It is also proposed 
that a constitutional court be 
established to explain tbe arti- 
cles of the constitution 
whenever there is a legal dis- 
pute that requires return to the 
constitution. 

Licensing of political parties 

Within the same chapter de- 
fining Jordan as a state of law. 
guidelines are providing for the 
establishment of political par- 
ties based on citizens’ right to 
form political parties and be- 
come members of those par- 
ties. There are three principal 
limits to the establishment of 
any political party: that its 
charter does not contradict the 
principles of the constitution, 
that the party or its members 
receive no funding or instruc- 
tions from outside sources or 


foreign country and that par- 
ties are not allowed to organise 
or recruit members of the 
armed forces and police or 
form military militias. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that the new 
licensing law for political par- 
ties allows politicians to form 
political parties by depositing 
an application with a special 
committee made up of official 
and independent Jordanians 
but that they would not be 
required to wait for the deci- 
sion of the committee before 
beginning political activities. 

“It will be a very simple 
procedure," one of the sources 
said adding that the committee 
cannot reject the application to 
form a party unless its charter 
contradicted the principles of 
the constitution. 

“And even then the commit- 
tee's decision can be contested 
in court," the source said. 

The Charter places limits on 


government employees who 
are affiliated with one political 
party or another. It clearly 
stipulates that “panics cannot 
use government organisations 
and departments or public, 
charitable or religious institu- 
tions or utilise these places to 
further the cause of any party 
and these organisations cannot 
be brought into any political or 
party conflict." 

Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions 

The Charter defines four 
principles to guide the 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations 
within the state of Jordan. It 
dearly allows for the coexist- 
ence of both a Jordanian 
national identity and a Palesti- 
nian one without any contra- 
diction. It says that both identi- 
ties are in direct contrast to the 
"Zionist colonial plan." 

The Charter says that in no 


way can the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship be mis- 
construed or utilised to affect 
the rights and duties embodied 
in Jordanian citizenship nor 
can it be used to weaken the 
Jordanian state internally. 

It relfects on the Kingdom's 
decision to sever legal and 
administrative ties with the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank in 
the 1988 and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation's deci- 
sion to announce the formation 
of an independent Palestinian 
state in exile as measures that 
“stressed the special rela- 
tionship between Jordanians 
and Palestinians and a founda- 
tion for placing this rela- 
tionship within the proper 
framework." 

In this chapter it is reiterated 
that national unity of the 
citizens of the country, regard- 
less of their origin, is a neces- 
sary reality that has to be 
preserved and maintained. 


Syria: Israel escalating tension Israeli settler kills Palestinian 


(Coatftmcd from page 1) 

Israelis to tbe negotiating table. 

They were participation of a 
U-N. observer at the opening 
meeting of a conference and a 
reconvening of the meeting after 
six months to hear reports on 
direct talks. 

In Cairo, Egypt and Belgium 
Saturday said die Arab-Israeli 
conflict was poisoning the Middle 
East and warned of the consequ- 
ences of failing to reach a quick 
peace settlement. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Mark 
Eyskens and his Egyptian coun- 
terpart Amr Moussa spoke to 
reporters after they discussed cur- 
rent U.S.-led Middle East peace 
efforts, international issues and 
bilateral relations. 

“Tbe inability to find a solution 
(to the Middle East conflict) is 
poisoning the atmosphere in the 
region," Eyskens said. “If the 
peace process does not start be- 
fore tbe end of 1991, it will lose 
its credibility.” 

“Time is gold and we have to 


hasten and start the peace process 
to reach a balanced and just 
peace... die peace process is con- 
tinuing and alive and there is 
hope that it will start soon,” 
Moussa said. “European parti- 
cipation in the peace process is 
important, necessary and posi- 
tive." 

In an interview published 
Saturday in the leading Cairo 
newspaper A1 Ah ram, Eyskens 
forcefully spoke of an active role 
for Europe in a proposed peace 
conference. 

“We share the same views with 
our Arab friends on the necessity 
of tbe participation of Europe in 
this conference," Eyskens said in 
the interview conducted in Brus- 
sels just before he flew to Cairo. 

“It is necessary that Europe 
play an effective role, and we do 
not intend to be content with a 
side seat and an observer status, " 
lie added. 

He said Europe also can offer 
proposals during the negotia- 
tions. 


(Contfaaed from page 1) 

who noted that the Palestinian 
uprising had lost its backing and 
called for building up new neigh- 
bourhood leadership to "meet 
the needs and services of the 
people." 

Many Palestinians have begun 
to criticise the ongoing killings of 
suspected collaborators and ac- 


cuse youths of exploiting their 
position as masked activists to 
rob innocent villagers. 

Husseini was quoted as saying 
that he had “repeatedly warned 
about the dangers of changing the 
uprising so it looked like it fo- 
cused on military action" and said 
that in order for the uprising to 
continue," it needs support from 
the masses." 


Court sentences Kuwaiti to death 


(Continued from page l) 

things to happen to other peo- 
ple ” he told three Western cor- 
respondents. 

Defence lawyers have said con- 
fessions were extracted under tor- 
ture since the collaboration trials 
began on May 19. 

As Othman spoke in his office 
in the palace of justice, lawyers 
for 17 Iraqi, Jordanian and state- 
less Arabs accused of collabora- 
tion complained in courtroom six 
that all confessions given to 
police by their clients were ex- 


tracted by torture. 

The lawyers asked the judge of 
the martial law court to dismiss 
the charges for lack of evidence. 
"We thank the prosecution for 
presenting cases with no evi- 
dence," said lawyer Mohammad 
Al Anzi. The judge rejected the 
motion. 

Western human rights group 
have accused Kuwaiti police, sol- 
diers and self-styled militias of 
carrying out a wjich-hunt against 
Palestinians because of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
support foT Baghdad. 
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Enjoy the fascinating Summer in 






Cyprus is the island of warmth, friendliness & 
hospitality nearest to you. Cyprus abound 
with flowers, green mountains, azure 
beaches & joyful nights. 

Fresh foods, hotels & apartments, shopping 
facilities, sports and any luxury you wish., all 
at low costs. Welcome. 

For more information, please contact 
f your local travel agent or : 


Cyprus Tourfonj OrgaiTisaticrj 


CYPRl’S AIRWAYS 

P.O.BOX: 4535 - Fax: 357 - 2 - 366744 
Tlx: 2165 CYTOUR - CY, NICOSIA - CYPRUS 
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MB AN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKWG. AIR FREI6H1 
FORWARDING, OOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARAJONS 

TEL. 604676 604896 ^ r 
P.O.BOX 7806 




MUSS 




Many villas and . 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Also many tots of land are 
available for sale. 

further details, please 
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Amman’s 

.^exclusive gift. shopV^ 

ft Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain,., 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeisani - Grindiays Bank Bldg- 
Tel. 669 457 


/ CHEN’S \ 

f CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bariwque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUMO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 


JUMBO photo 
m 30% torpor 


• From maiarpm- 
mmn t 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisaai - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel; 823891 


rtj/f/i ft 

La 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
avaiiatfle 

Open Daily 12.30 -3^10 pm 
7.30-H.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595t9 .659520. 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


AliSTl 


AustraIia 
Insurance Services 


A Unique Australian Experience 
r-- ' InJordan. . 


All Types Of Insurance : 

O MOTOR • MEDICAL 

•HOUSE HOLD •CARGO 

.FIRE •THAVEI COUPON 

.PERSONAL ACCIDENT * ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax:612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUST1 JO. 


T FOR rentF 


DELUXE h SUPER DELUXE 

APiSTsjlEfiTS VILLAS 
i SEMI VILLAS 
‘3£T TriE BEST AT 

JAMAL SEAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


Mtiim 

**2»|l|l= 


Amman -Tel. 6681 93 
P.0 Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 


Agents a» over me hkvu 

Tel: 664090, Pax: 690652 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. BOX 926497 
AMMAN JORDAN 


Thp Regency Pohxe Hotel ••• 

LOBBY LOUNGE 


mi 


"Iaie^piano 

entertainment 


FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD » 

At 

Leonardo 
Da Vinci 
Restaurant 

-"HorfmE siiK-e 1*177 T 


TEk.sez4ai.soBdDl 
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i@Ies retains French Open 

after victory over Sanchez 



PARIS (Agencies) — Monica 
Seles defended her French Open 
title and her no. 1 ranking Satur- 
day with a relentless, hard-earned 
6-3, 6-4 victory in the final over 
Aranxia Sanchez Vicario. 

The match turned on a handful 
of points on which Seles' barrage 
of powerful grounds Crokes even- 
tually wore down Sanchez 
Vicaro. Most of the time, the fifth 
seeded Spaniard chased down 
Seles 1 shots, producing frequent 
long and spectacular rallies. 

The victory puts Seles halfway 
toward a Grand Slam sweep — 
she won the Australian Open in 
January. Her French Open cham- 
pionship last year was her first 
Grand Slam title. 

The final game, with Seles 
serving at 5-4, was in itself epic 
struggle. Sanchez Vicario was un- 
able to convert on four break 
points and survived three match 
points before hitting a backhand 
into the net to give Seles the 
victory. 

“I can't believe it,” the 17- 
year-old Yugoslav said. “It's in- 
credible for me.” 

Seles, who was the top seed, 
earns a winner's check of 
$378,500. Sanchez Vicario, 
whose 1989 French Open cham- 
pionship remains her only Grand 
Slam bile, earns $189,250. 

Seies served to open the match 
and immediately was broken, 
making thTee consecutive un- 
forced errors after leading 30-15. 
.But Seles broke back in the 
fourth game to even the match at 
2-2, aided by a double fauit by 
Sanchez Vicario. 

Then they split the next two ga- 
mes to make the score 3-3. but Seles 
took the next three games to win 
the first set in 34 minutes. Her 
constant pressure on Sanchez 
Vicario caused a number of short 
returns that Seies belted away for 
winners. 

Sanchez Vicario fought off a 
break point in the opening game 
of die second set to go up, 1-0. 

Seles dug her self out of 0-30 
deficit in the next game, helped 
by a pair of Sanchez Vicario’s 


unforced errors and a pair of 
cross court winners. That evened 
it at 1-1. 

Then Seles dropped three con- 
secutive games to give Sanchez 
Vicario a 4-1 lead. 

Suddenly, Sanchez Vicario’s 
game faded. Seles won four 
games in a row of her own to go 
up 5-4 and serve for the match. A 
break point. Seles equalled it 
again by running down a drop 
shot and punching a winner down 
the line. 

After Sanchez Vicario twice 
failed to convert break points, 
Seies gained her first match 
point. But a drop shot by Sanchez 
was good, as Seles hit the return 
out. 

Seles had two more chances to 
end the match, but Sanchez 
Vicario evened it each time and 
had two more break points along 
the way. 

Finally, Seles gained her fourth 
match point with a winner that 
was deep in the comer. Sanchez 
Vicario ended it when she put a 
backhand into the net. 

Seles won last year against 
Steffi Graf. Sanchez Vicario 
routed Graf in the semifinals. 64). 
6-2. Seles beat Argentine Gab- 
riela Saba rim to make the final. 

Americans reach men's finals 

On the other hand, Andre 
Agassi's battle with himself may 
be the key to the first all- 
American men's singles final in 
37 years at the French Open 
tennis championships Sunday. 

No-one doubts the extraordin- 
ary talent of the fourth seed, who 
aims for his first Grand Slam title 
against big-hitting Jim Courier on 
centre court at Roland Garros. 

But the 21 -year-old Agassi has 
acquired an unfortunate reputa- 
tion for flopping on the big occa- 
sion and a question mark hangs 
over his mental strength to with- 
stand the pressure of startings 
favourite. 

Agassi himself will need no 
reminding that he scarcely did 


himself justice in last year's final 
when he was comprehensively 
beaten by the 30-year-o)d Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador. 

He followed that up with a 
second debacle at the U.S. Open 
where, as at Roland Garros this 
year, he brilliantly beat Boris 
Becker in the semifinals only to 
disappoint once more by going 
down to young compatriot Pete 
Sampras in the final. 

No less an authority than Beck- 
er believes he will win this time. 
'‘Think Andre is ready," he said 
after his defeat. “He’s played 
better every day here. He's very 
hungry to do well.” 

“But Sunday is another day. 
You have to be able to control 
your nerves.” 

Agassi, who has demonstrated 
a greater maturity throughout the 
toumameur, shows no sign of 
inner torment so far. 

“Last year against Gomez f 
was maybe too nervous, too in- 
timidated,” he said. “My game 
plan for theL final will be the same 
as against Boris and I hope it will 
be a great m3tch.” 

Like Agassi, Courier is a pro- 
duct of the Nick Bolletiieri tennis 
academy in Florida and his play- 
ing stylr reflects it. 

His big ground strokes from 
the baseline have brought him 
to his first Grand Slam final but 
will be enough to make him 
champion against a man who 
does the same thing but better? 

The ninth-seeded Courier has 
added an extra dimension to his 
game after a disastrous 1990 sea- 
son which prompted him to break 
with Bollettieri and take on for- 
mer Spanish clay court player 
Jose Higueras as his coach — 
with great success. 

“He has kind of opened my 
eyes about how to play tennis, 
how to use what I have got in a 
much more sensible way," 
Courier said. “He has really 
taught me to play tennis rather 
than just hit the ball.” 
Interestingly, both Higueras 
and Courier’s semifinal opponent 
Michael Stich of Germany tip 


Agassi to win the final. 

But Higueras said he has al- 
ways been impressed by how hard 
the 20-year-old Courier is pre- 
pared to work at his game. “I’ve 
never seen someone devote him- 
self so entirely to his work.” he 
said. “With a solid base like that, 
all things are possible.” 

After beating Stich. Courier 
exhibited an unpleasant brash- 
ness, reminiscent of Agassi not so 
long ago, which in itself cast 
doubts over his menial readiness 
for a Grand Slam summit he has 
never experienced before. 

Even American journalists at 
his post-match news conference 
found his gung-ho pro- 
Americanism. with the under- 
lying assumption that the world 
begins and ends in Florida, deep- 
ly offensive. 

Unless Agassi loses his way in 
the labyrinth of his own complex 
mind. Courier may have to con- 
tent himself with the role of 
Arthur Larsen, loser to Tony 
Trabert in the last All-American 
final in 1954. 

But whatever the outcome, the 
United States will be able to 
celebrate a second victory in 
three years after a long, barren 
spell. Michael Chang's triumph 
two years ago was the first for the 
American men in Paris in 34 
years. 

The Tennis in the final may 
prove to be immaculate but the 
likes of Yves Saint Laurent and 
the Paris haute couture world are 
sure to give a little shudder a: the 
sight of the two worst dressed 
men in tennis on centre court 
together. 

Agassi's purple, black and 
white shirt, jeans and purple cy- 
cle shorts make him look like a 
walking ragbag of designer dross. 

Courier, with his out-of-place 
white baseball cap and shirt hang- 
ing out of his shorts, is scruffiness 
personified. 

But Sunday night, one of these 
two strangely attired young 
Americans will have Paris at his 
feet. 


FIFA wants to step into new 
era by drawing new guidelines 


BRUGES, Belgium (AP) — By 
drawing a new chalk line on the 
field, the FIFA hopes to step 
across tradition and conservatism 
to revitalize the embattled game. 

If FIFA has its way, the con- 
troversial offside rule that has 
increasingly stifled the flow of the 
game will be drastically modified 
and limited to the areas close to 
the opponent’s goal. 

FIFA wants to extend the 18- 
yard (16.5-metre) penalty box 
lines to the sidelines to create a 
large midfield area where the 
offside rule would no longer app- 

iy- 

The offside rule, which re- 
quires a defender (other than the 
goalkeeper) to be between the 
farthest forward offensive player 
and the goal when a pass is 
initiated, would not be applicable 
between the two penalty box 
lines. This would make the 
offsides rule enforceable only in 
15 per cent of the field instead of 
the offensive half. 

FIFA hopes this will create a 
new zone where offensive players 
could thrive better. 

If the International Board 
Rules Committee, in which FIFA 
has a large say, approves the idea 
during its annual meeting in Bel- 
fast, Northern Ireland, this 
weekend, the proposed rale will 


be tested during the first under-17 
FIFA world championship in Ita- 
ly from Aug. 15-31. 

“We have good hopes they will 
approve it,” said FIFA's spokes- 
man Guido Tognoni, 

“If the board follows FIFA,” 
Tognoni said in an interview, 
then “For the first time ever, we 
will bave a sanctioned new offside 
rule” ready for such a large-scale 
experiment. 

But he dampened hopes it 
could be used as early as the 1991 
World Cup, saying the approval 
process would take too long to be 
in place for the World Cup pre- 
liminaries, which start next year. 

FIFA has also put to the inter- 
national board a proposal to limit 
time wasting by goalkeepers. 
Under the proposal, a goalkeeper 
would no longer be allowed to 
handle a backpass from a team- 
mate, forcing the goalkeeper to 
speed up the game. 

Currently, the game is often 
slowed down in the latter part of 
a match when a team wants to 
protect a small lead by frequently 
passing the ball back to its goal- 
keeper to run out the clock. 

Changing rules has been very 
difficult and time consuming in a 
sport which considers tradition 
and steadfastness a key element 
in its success. 


Still the need for renewal ex- 
ists, said Michel D'Hooghe, the 
head of FIFA’s medical commit- 
tee. 

“Since the physical capacities 
of the soccer player have in- 
creased. We have to give him a 
bigger playing area,” D’hooghe 
said in an interview. 

“And since we cannot change 
the size of the field, we have to 
enlarge the actual playing area by 
changing the offside rule,” he 
added . 

Tactical game plans have used 
the offside rule to effectively re- 
duce the action to a narrow strip 
in midfield and the overcrowding 
there limited room for creative 
dribbling and overall excitement. 

“If you play intently on the 
offside trap, you can kill the 
game,” said Tognoni. 


Bubka 

misses 

world 

record 


ALCOBENDAS. Spain (AP) — 
Sergei Bubka of the Soviet Union 
failed Friday to get what would 
have been his 26th world pole 
vault record at an outdoor track 
and field meet hampered by sud- 
den gusts of wind. 

Bubka had to wait almost 10 
minutes to txy his first attempt to 
dear 5.66 metres, because the 
wind repeatedly knocked off the 
bar. After he skipped heights of 
5.71 and 5.76 metres, he tried to 
clear the bar at 5.81. 

He failed in his first two 
attempts. But, menaced by his 
compatriot Igor Potapovich. who 
cleared 5.76, be managed to jump 
5.81 in his final attempt to win the 
event. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 



Chioccioli retains pink jersey 

MONVISO, Italy (AP) — Young Italian Nassimfliano Lelli broke 
away near the end and beat a trio of veterans to the finish line by 
three seconds Friday to win the 12th stage of the Tour of Italy, 
considered the toughest of the 21-day race. Lelli attacked with 100 
metres remaining and reached the finish line on the snow -covered 
top of the Monviso peak in the western Alps ahead of Frenchman 
Jean Francois Bernard, overall leader Franco Chioccioli of Italy 
and Marino Lejarreta of Spain. Chioccioli, who earned a time 
bonus for finishing in the top three, retained the pink jersey of the 
overall leader for the eighth day and increased bis advantage from 
one to 30 seconds. Defending champion Gianni Bugno, who 
closed to within a second of the lead two days ago, finished 1:55 
behind Lelli. 1:52 behind Chioccioli. and dropped from second to 
fifth place. 

Third fan dies on Isle of Man 

LONDON (R) — A third moto rcycling enthusiast died on the Isle 
of Man Tourist Trophy (TT) circuit while riding around the 
course which claimed the lives of four competitors, police said 
Friday. The 51-year-old Englishman was involved in a head-on 
crash with a car on the mountain course Thursday night at the end 
of the week-long event. 

Navratilova sued 

FORT WORTH. Texas IAP) — A former companion of tennis 
star Martina Navratilova filed suit seeking as much as $10 million 
from the world's fourth-ranked player. Judy Nelson filed docu- 
ments in a Fort Worth court this week alleging that Navratilova 
failed to comply with a “non-marital cohabitation agreement” 
made after the two moved into a bouse together in 1986. Jerry 
Loftin, an attorney representing Ms. Nelson said “We’re asking 
for half of the assets accumulated during the partnership. We’re 
talking S5 to S10 million. We're saying (Martina) doesn't want to 
abide "by the agreement to turn over the property and money.” 
The agreement contains 'the mutual promise of each partner to 
act as companion and homemaker to the other,” attorneys said. It 
also specifically states that neither woman would owe the otheT 
support, but would split what assets they had if their living 
arrangements changed. 

Walker leads Milk Race 

LEEDS. England (AP) — Jerry Coo man, a Belgian professional, 
sprinted to victory Friday in the 106-mile (171-kflometre) 11th 
stage of the Milk Race from Sheffield to Leeds. But Britain's 
Chris Walker held onto his overall lead with just one leg of the 
two-week. 1.100-mile (1, 770-kilometre) marathon remaining. 
Cooma/i, 25, won by two lengths over Walker. The other top 
Belgian sprinter, Jan Bogaert, was third. Four cyclists — 
American Jonas Carney. Belgians Peter Naessens and Johan 
Devos, and Casper Van Der Meer of the Netherlands — led for 
80 miles (128 kilometres) through some rugged Yorkshire 
Countryside. The group opened up a 10-minute lead at one point, 
but they were eventually caught by the rest of the pack seven 
miles (11 kilometres) from the finish. Walker has a 33 seconds 
advantage over Simeon Hempsall of England going into Satur- 
day's final stage, an 82-mile (132-kilometre) leg from Manchester 
to Liverpool. 

Jordan sparkles in overtime victory 

LOS ANGLES (R) — Michael Jordan averted defeat and paved 
the way to victory as the Chicago Bulls beat the Los Angles 
Lakers 104-96 in overtime to win game three of the National 
Basketball Association finals Friday night. Jordan, the game's 
high scorer with 29 points, hit a *14-foot jump shot with 3.4 
seconds left in the fourth quarter to level the game at 92-92 and 
force the overtime. In the five-minute overtime period the 
Chicago superstar guard then silenced the standing-room-only 
Los Angeles crowd hitting six points as the Bulls scored the last 
eight points of the period. The victory gives Chicago a 2-1 lead in 
the best-of-seven series and once again gives the bulls the 
all-important home court advantage. 

Cantona joins newly promoted club 

MARSEILLE (AP) — Newly promoted Nimes have signed 
international striker Eric Cantona from French champions 
Marseille for a 10 million franc ($1.7 million) fee, club sources 
said Friday. They said the agreement would keep Cantona at 
Nimes for three seasons. Nimes will be Cantona’s fifth dub in less 
than four years. He left Auxerre for Marseille in 1988 before 
joining Bordeaux and Montpellier and eventually returning to 
Marseille last year. The "enfant terrible” of French football, 
famous for his hot temper and skill on the ball, has been left out of 
the Marseille side by trainer Raymond Goethals for several 
months. Cantona declined an offer from Italian side Verona, dub 
sources said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANHAH HIRSCH 

■ IJ40 Tnpix* utM Seim in< 


MAKE YOUR OWN LUCK 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* A 10 7 4 
:J9 

■ 10 8 4 
*KQ J 2 

WEST EAST 

4 6 5 3 2 * K 

774 '86532 

-AKQ.J6 9 2 
485 *97643 

SOUTH 

* Q J 9 8 
A K Q 10 

: 7 5 3 

* A 10 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pass Pass Pass 1 NT 

Pass 2 * Pass 2 * 

Pass 4 * Pass Pass 


Opening lead: King of 
A hand of bridge is like a mystery 
yarn. The clues are there; you sim- 
ply have to reach the right conclu- 
sion. Unfortunately. today's 
declarer played the hand more like 
Inspector Clou seau than Hercule 
Poirot. 

For a few moments West relished 
the prospects of being on lead 
against a three no trump contract. 
However, a S layman sequence al- 
lowed North-South to reach tiaf em- 
inently reasonable four-spade 


contract. 

West led the king of diamonds, 
and continued with the ace and 
queen when East echoed to show an 
even number of tricks in the suit. 
With the defensive book complete. 
West exited safely with a club. 

Everything was solid except for 
the king of trumps, so declarer won 
Lhe club in hand and, since the per- 
centage play with eight trumps 
missing the king is to finesse, ran 
the queen of spades to East's king. 
Unlucky— down one. 

Actually, declarer's play was fool- 
hardy. not unfortunate. Consider 
the evidence in hand. West had 
passed in first seat with a solid five- 
card diamond suit- If he had the 
king of spades as well, he would have 
had a perfectly respectable 13 high- 
card points and would unquestion - 
* ably have opened the bidding. 

Therefore. East had to have the 
king of trumps and, despite the fact 
that the percentages favored the fi- 
nesse. the circumstances made it a 
sure loser. Declarer should simply 
have led a trump to the ace and 
hoped for a minor miracle. Aa the 
cards lay. the king would have come 
tumbling down and the contract 
would have rolled home. Then West 
would have been left ruing his fail- 
ure to lead a fourth diamond, which 
would have promoted East’s king to 
the setting trick- 


THIS IS MY REPORT 
ON 'THE BROTHER5 
KARAMAZOV "OF WHICH 
THERE U/ERE THREE... 


L 



IT REMINPEP ME OF A 
SIMILAR STORY, “THE 
THREE LITTLE KITTENS' 7 
BECAUSE THERE WERE 
THREE OF THEM ALSO... 




IM SURPRISED THE 
SIMILARITY NEVER OCCURRED 
TO YOU.. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt*n’Jeff 


YoUfidTTA LEARN f I’M AVJ 
lb BE POLITE! /rtiGHBROWq 

mx/rejustaJ |T RUNS 
LOWBROW.L'rT RlfirtTTB 

NECK! , 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JUNE 9, 199 1 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrotog&r, CaMfl RiQhier Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 


certain to be especially considerate 
of those around you this morning 
and do nothing at all that could 
disturb those with whom you have 
any sort of legal contact or pending 
agreement. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
This is certainly your day to think 
out a' new course of action that can 
bring your personal desires to yon 
and services or other studies aid 
greatly. ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Meditation, reflection and concen- 
tration upon eternal truths bring 
yon the answers of a lofty nature 
for whiefa you have been searching 
so hard. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June. 21) 
Take some time out to be with that 
friend who means so much to you 
and find but what you can do to 
help him get ahead in life with less 
tension. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever outside obliga- 
tions pressure yon can be attended 
to now with less fuss and ado so 
think about your relations of a 
public nature. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Yon 
are able, to have a new slant, how to 
follow the ethics and the ideas that 
mean so much to you but. a new 


shrt acting but briHiant pa rtner 
who means raw* to you but who 
you generally work angles to get 
your, own way. •• 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon are able to find some 
intelligent means by Which to gjno 
the good will of usual aides by 
doing some service -for them that 
means a great deal. - 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 » 
. December 21) You canhaveone of 
your truly happy days so get busy 
early m i*b'ng the . appointments 
with those who enjoy for mutual 
recreations. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Adopting some new 
standpoint at borne that one. of 
your awn family wishes can make 
all the difference between har- 
mony and some harsh tensions. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Let those who you have 
been unable to see recently be the 
ones you visit after you have per- 
formed your literary studies and 
ad's well. 

PISCES; (February- 20 to March 
20) Discuss with those who have 
made their abundance- manifest 
.what they will let you know that 
can make your life more abundant 
-with fife’s goodies. 

Today’s chOth, If your child were 


lUMU our uuivu IV jwu viu.a uv n , — j — — ■ 

attitude of mtnd by you is essential. ' both today she or be has every «ort 
VIRGO: (Angost 22 to September ' of : mterest in 'deMng- into and 


Take some time out to consider 
what is expected of you by three 
who bave a right to expect yonr 
best efforts and go along with their 

suggestions. 

LIBRAs (September 23 to October 
22) Listen to that hasty and impui- 


undeistancfing what others are all 
about. and what they are really 
doing versus what they say . they 
are. This leads to oonfrCMitatiqns 
and disagreements until the other 
party understands that yourprog- 
eoy’d bans desire towards them is 
to 


THE BETTER HALF 


fty Harris 



“Good evening and welcome to 
Complaints-R-Usr 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
It by Henri Arnold arid Bob Die 


Unscramble these four JimMas, 
one letter Co each square, to farm 
four ordinary wonte. 


ROGOF 



99 




NOARP 


_LL_ 



LL 

EEDAC 1 

L 



ETSAUL 


□ 

zc 

> > n 


l bope you'va a* dam 
your taRMwaric 



Dttl.or 
didn't I? 
Oh. wet 
tom's no 
hurry 


PROCRASTINATION IB 
A BAP HABIT THAT 
SHOULP BE THIS. 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartooa 

emmn 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LEAFY TOPAZ FILLET OPPOSE 

Answer. The fanner became successful in the laundry 
busfriess, because he already knew how to 
make a PMng - - - OFF THE SOIL 


THE Daily Crossword by I. MUer 


ACROSS 
1 Thurber's 
The — 

Animal" 

5 Cartographer's 
tome 

10 Donkey sound 

14 Word of woa 

15 Treasure — 

16 — avis 

17 Non -clerical 
IB Did office work 
IS Blue dye 

20 Harangue 
22 Pep up 
24 Confined 

26 Rum end water 

27 Carrot and stick 
a.g. 

31 Shire ol 
• Rocky" 

35 Oenriis Quart) 
feck 

36 High or tow 

37 Come — (meet) 

38 Flues 

40 fn competition 

42 Soviet news 
source 

43 Harmonize 
45 Hauls 

47 Prompt 

48 Ladd role 

49 FbghBess birds 
51 Sodden 

53 Signet 

54 Maiamarps 
rmss 

58 Railroad car 
82 Admit 
63 Cranial cavity 

65 Pneasant's 
quarters 

66 King ol the 
fung/e 

67 Jay SUvertieete 
rote 

68 Lab burner 

69 Lodge members 

70 Rebuff of sorts 

71 Cautenze 

DOWN 

1 Fountain dnnk 

2 Jai — 

3 Hideaway 

6 Ry the coop 



1 »W Tnnurw uvou me 

A* RrywrtW 


5 AH ears 

6 Teat 

7 Canter 

8 Sente a score 
S Passover feast 

10 Show-off 

1 1 Punjab princess 

12 Tempo's state-. 
aObr. 

13 Ivy League 
school 

21 Auto mishap 
23 Campus group 
abbr. 

25 Neat 

27 Brainstorms 

28 Controversial 
colonel 

29 Magna — 

30 Obscures 

32 Freshwater fish 

33 SuOfect 

34 Onagers 
37 invader 

39 Times of day 
41 Loony 
44 Next-door 


Yesterday's PuzzIb Solved: 


nnnn nmno ronnniFi 
anHD rannao 

ragsHBEjnrannnB 
annrara nnoiiin mrnn 
OHUDBE 

rapn niionira nnnn 

□HgnQninrirani3ttrnon 
nanaia hud 
nnaona anna 
DBC3 0QBII0 HnnnB 
„„„gn 0 onmnfiEinion 
EESHS nnaa nnorc 
nnnrn rannn 
LLrarmn renm? nBnia 


46 Eng'S btrthptece 56 Niche 
« Put or caff 57 — Boleyn 

50 Duplicates 59 High 

52 Becomes rw 

blurred 60 Ms Miflay 

54 Store event 61 Tag end 

55 Depraved 64 Indian ' 
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WPE 


ji0 5ffll 
straw® 
ndarw 

»f Men- 

iierel* 


Sotnab 

hcoW? 

.wins '} 6 
alia «•» 

.he olSf ‘ 


i <**r 

,wer£*J 

t nott*^ 1 


S.* 


(CV) 


Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 1991 J 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Tfanes 

I" CMnwrasn with 

Cairo Amman Sank 


Currency 

Clue 

Ur O 6 IM! 

Virtfc 

Ctiv 

Sterling Pound' 

I. £575 

> .o~10 

Deutsche Mark 

7.755 0 

l.77:i ? 

Franc j 



f.sisr 

French Franc J 5 9355 

t,.occo 

Japanese Yen j ISQ.CS 

7 

European Correa} Unit j IJ7or"" 

1.1 eCC 


Empraa Itpniw ■>• MO m.n> i.Ut 

Eanunni m cy tatarast Kmi 


s ^ mi 


Currency 

! MTH 

£ 

t 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dottar 

6.00 

s.12 

t>.:s 

$.17 

Slrrtiag Poond 

tt.so 

ff.ir 

11. OS 

:o.it 

Deutsche Mark 

8.87 

£.93 

S.?5 

V. 

S»ias Franc 

£.75 

i.C- 

7.^3 

7 .S 1 

French Franc 

9.56 


9.-55 

3.45 

Japanese Yen 

r.si 

S.c5 

7.53 

7.37 

European Currency L'nit 

10.1-2 


9. si 

-3.S7 


InlrHMnL bid Mn hi jov«Ml< r\iT^dn^ I fL oi w . 


PradMB Metals 
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Data: 


£ 6 IW 


Metal | 

liSD/O/ 

JD/Cm- j 

Metal 

ISDrO? 

JD.-'Cm 

Cold 

560.50 

c.*’ j 

Silver 


o.ro 


Ccncral Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Dace: 


i»/ 1991 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

US- Dollar 

.614 

.686 

Sterling Pound 

7.1475 

7.1475 

Denkche Mark 

.3156 

.3575 . 

Swiss Franc 

.4500 

.4523 

French Franc 

.1138 

.1144 

Japanese Yen* 

.4869 

.4893 

Dutch Guilder 

.34 23 

.344 0 

Swedish Krona 

.1076 

.1081 

Italian Lira" 

.0520 

.0525 

Belgian Franc 

.01674 

.01684 


hr m 


Other Currencies 


Date: 


S/e/1991 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7S60 

1.8200 

Lebanese Lira" 

.074 

.076 

Saudi Riyal 

.1620 

.1630 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Riyd -- 

.1846 

.1855 

Egyptian Pound 

.1900 

.2050 

Omani Rival • 

1.7470 

1.7660 

UAE Dirham 

.1646 

.1655 

Greek Drachma''' 

.3450 

.3650 

Cypriot Poond 

1.4000 

'1.4200 


CAB Indices for Amman Fina nci al Market 


Index 

29/5/1991 Close 

5/6/ 1991 Close 

All-Share 

773.19 

712.16 

Banking Sector 

110.27 

• 106.95 

Insurance Sector 

112.59 

112.92 

Industry Sector 

116.03 

114.91 

Services Sector 

126.37 

128.24 


Ji. 


Finland 


currency 
to ECU 

HELSINKI (AP) — Finland tied 
the value of its currency to the 
European Currency Unit (ECU) 
Friday, reflecting the govern- 
ment's decision to link the coun- 
try more dosely to its Western 
neighbours. 

President Mauno Koivisto and 
parliament approved a bill to 
measure the mark against Euro- 
pean Community (EC) currencies 
instead of a basket of currencies 
including Japan, the United 
States and other Finnish trading 
partners. 

Government and central bank 
officials ruled out a devaluation 
of the mark, although some in- 
dustrialists had said overvalua- 
tion of the currency was contri- 
buting to Finland’s economic 
troubles. 


Bundestag 

approves 

410b-mark 

budget 

BONN (AP) — The lower house 
of parliament Friday approved a 
410-billion-mark ($234.5 billion) 
federal budget, the first for un- 
ited Germany. 

The Bundestag approved the 
1991 budget, which was about 30 
billion marks ($17.1 billion) or 
eight per cent above the 1990 
budgets calculated together for 
east and west Germany. 

The two countries united last 
Oct. 3, causing delays in the 
budget process that put the Bun- 
destag's action about a half-year 
later than usual. Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s centre-right govern- 
ment is to start presenting its 1992 
spending plan next month. 

Meanwhile, the Bundesrat 7 the, 
upper house of parliament, de- 
cided Friday to call for a joint 
committee of Bundesrat and 
Bundestag members to work- out 
a compromise on the tax in- 
creases proposed to finance 1991 
spending. 

The Bundesrat may be able io 
delay introduction of the new tax 
and budget programmes, but the 
lower chamber is thought to have 
enough votes to override resist- 
ance from the Bundesrat. 

The spending plan approved by 
the Bundestag spells out a federal 
deficit of 66.4 billion marks 
($37.9 billion) which is about 17.5 
billion marks ($10 billion) higher 
than last year’s gap. 

The finance ministry said about 
93 billion marks (553 billion) of 
the planned outlays in 1991 are 
earmarked for eastern Germany. 

Heavy deficit spending to fi- 
nance the transition of formerly 
communist-run eastern Germany 
to capitalism has raised the dan- 
ger of inflation in a country that 
has been wary of inflation since 
the 1920s and 1930s. 


Big U.S. city files for bankruptcy 


BRIDGEPORT, Connecticut 
(R) — Bridgeport, a former in- 
dustrial boom town that has seen 
its prosperity wither in the face 
of the U.S. recession and a finan- 
cial crisis, has taken the drastic 
step of filing for bankruptcy. 

Connecticut’s biggest city. 90 
kilometres northeast of New 
York and home to 140,000 peo- 
ple. entered bankruptcy court 
late Thursday, becoming the 
largest U.S. city ever to file for 
bankruptcy. 

Like many cities in the U.S. 


northeast, toe region hardest hit 
by the 11-month-old recession, 
Bridgeport has seen its tax re- 
venues squeezed and spending 
strained. 

Connecticut State Attorney 
General Richard Blumenthal Fri- 
day declared the filing illegal and 
a spokesman said be wtH ask toe 
bankruptcy court to rescind the 

city’s move. 

“Their decision to file for 
bankruptcy independent of toe 
.state has no legal authority, re- 
gardless of their financial situa- 


tion," the spokesman said. 

Bridgeport is a financial sore 
spot in surrounding Fairfield 
County, lush countryside studded 
with large estates, horse farms 
and rolling hills. .Real estate 
moguls Harry and Leona Helm- 
sley, actors Paul Newman and 
Jason Robards Jr. and actress 
Jessica Tandy live in Fairfield 
County. 

Bridgeport was home to impre- 
sario P.T. Barornn and for many 
years was the winter home of his 
famous circus. 


U.S. unemployment 
rises to 6.9 per cent 


WASHINGTON (AP)— The 
U.S. unemployment rate jumped 
to 6.9 per cent in May as another 
370.000 Americans were added to 
jobless rolls, the government re- 
ported Friday. 

The rise in the civilian unem- 
ployment rate was a sharp 0.3 
percentage points higher than 
April's rate of 6.6 per cent, the 
Labour Department said. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said the unemploy- 
ment figures were “unfortunate" 
but he pointed to other economic 
indicators, such as retail sales, 
that were rebounding. “We still 
believe the recession is ending 
and we're on the road to recov- 
ery," he said. 

friday’s report also provided 
good news about the hiring prac- 
tices of U.S. businesses. Non- 
farm payrolls grew by 59.000 in 
May, the first such job growth in 
nearly a year. 

Mrs. Janet Norwood, commis- 
sioner of the Bureau of Labour 
Statistics, noted that the two 
numbers — more unemployed 
Americans at the same time com- 
panies were adding jobs — seem 
to contradict each other. 

Mrs. Norwood said the two 
statistics, which are derived from 
different surveys, should be 
looked at over the past two 
months for a more consistent 
picture. Then, she said, they 
show that the “labour market 
situation is stabilising." 

“While the first three months 
of the year saw massive job losses 
and a rapid rise in unemploy- 
ment, the data for April and May 
indicate a leveling off in the 
labour market." Mrs. Norwood 
said. 

Joblessness has been climbing 


steadily since the recession 
started last July, except for a 
onc-month reprieve in April, 
when the rate fell unexpectedly 
from 6.8 per cent to 6.6 per cent. 

Most analysis considered the 
April decline a fluke, and had 
expected a May increase in unem- 
ployment to cancel out the April 
improvement . even though other 
areas of the economy have been 
rebounding and offering glim- 
mers of hope that an economic 
recovery is on its way. 

The recovery theory was back- 
ed up with Friday's news about 
the payroll hinngs. analysis said. 
Still, that might not translate 
immediately into a big improve- 
ments in the jobless rate itself, 
economists said. 

“For the average person on 
main street, it's still goin to be 
difficult to see the good new for a 
while... the unemployment rate is 
usually the last dog to die. the last 
piece of bad news to go away," 
they added. 

With the 370.01X) Americans 

who joined the ranks of the un- 
employed in May. the jobless 
now number S.6 million — 1.7 
million higher than last July, the 
report said. 

The figures for newly unem- 
ployed and how many new jobs 
were added or lost in a month can 
differ because one comes from a 
survey of households and the 
other from a survey of business 
establishments. In addition, the 
■total number of the jobless in- 
cludes both people who lost their 
jobs and those returning to the 
labour market or those new to the 
work force. 

The 59.000-job for May 
buoyed analysts because it's such 
a stark contrast to the steep job 
losses in recent months. 


High prices hit Iraqi 
civil servants hardest 


BAGHDAD (R) — In post-Gulf 
war Iraq, a country cut off from 
the rest of the world by U.N. 
sanctions, civil servants and pub- 
lic sector workers are bearing the 
brunt of inflation. 

With prices between three and 
70 times higher than a year ago, 
depending on toe commodity. 
Iraqis on fixed incomes are » count-- 
ing their dinars more carefully 
than they have in decades. 

While shopkeepers, taxi driv- 
ers and restaurateurs have raised 
their prices with impunity, civil 
servants without second jobs 
have seen their standard of liv- 
ing tumble since toe United Na- 
tions cut off Iraqi trade in re- 
sponse to the invasion of Kuwait. 

In a society which traditionally 
ate meat in large quantities. Ira- 
qis say meat has become a luxury. 
Some have not bought new 
clothes for months. 

“At these high prices, this 
house only sees meat on pay 
day." said Mrs. Siranosh Misak 
Deshoir. an Armenian who pro- 
vides for a family of four on a 
budget of 145 dinars a month. 

Exchange rates for Iraqi di- 
nars no longer have any meaning. 
At toe official rate Mrs. De- 
shoir’s salary is worth $460. At 
toe black market rate it shrinks to 
$ 22 . 

Even purchasing power hardly 
provides a yardstick for measur- 
ing the standard of living, be- 
cause of the wide discrepancy 
between prices. 

Rice drawn on government ra- 
tion cards costs only 0.15 dinars 
per kilogramme. At private shops 
customers pay out 5.50 dinars. 

Government salaries, once 
among toe highest in toe Arab 


World outside the oil emirates of 
the Gulf, have not risen since late 
1989. They had already fallen 
sharply in real terms during the 
1980-SS Iran- Iraq war. 

“I’ve lost control of toe house- 
hold budget.” said Mrs. 
Mahrousa Idris. “No sooner do I 
buy some tea than toe sugar runs 
out. When I've bought the sugar, 
then I've run out of rice. It’s a 
vicious cude." 

Government employees com- 
palin that their guaranteed ra- 
tions, which are generous by the 
standards of emergency relief, do 
not last the whole month and that 
they have to waste hours in 
queues to get them. 

“You can spend a whole day 
waiting to buy eggs (torn the 
government shop and in toe end 
you don’t get any, wbat with all 
toe pushing and shoving,” said 
Mr. Ibrahim Taha, a derk in the 
ministry of education. “You have 
to have a friend in the shop." 

The government's eggs, which 
are not covered by toe ration 
cards, cost four dinars for 30, 
compared with 13 to 15 dinars 
elsewhere. 

When prices peaked, during 
the Gulf war and immediately 
afterwards, toe government attri- 
buted inflation to toe shortage of 
fuel for transport, which stopped 
food from reaching the markets. 

Shopkeepers say prices have 
fallen since petrol rationing en- 
ded last month but customers and 
newspaper columnists are not 
convinced. 

“The excuses are no longer 
valid. Prices have not come down 
and in some cases they have even 
gone up. The high prices cannot 
be justified ... perhaps toe minis- 


try of agriculture can put a stop to 
this phenomenon.” the Baatb 
Party newspaper Al Tbawra said 
last month. 

When feel became available, 
the government set toe price at 
0.07 dinars a litre, below the 
pre-war price of 0.09 dinars, de- 
liberately to keep prices under 
control. 

But foreign economists said 
this could have only a marginal 
effect. The real problem was that 
Iraqi factories were running be- 
low capacity, if at all, while the 
workers continued to draw full 
salaries. 

“With all that mouey in circula- 
tion. chasing a limited supply of 
goods, no one could bold prices 
down," said a diplomat from 
eastern Europe. 

The sanctions, now in their 
11th month, have also slashed the 
government's ability to import 
goods at toe official exchange 
rate. What goods do come in 
through private channels, and 
many do. are calculated at black 
market rates. 

Shopkeepers and private 
businessmen say that, unlike gov- 
ernment employers, they can 
handle toe economic disruption. 

‘Tve raised my prices by about 
100 per cent and profits have 
risen by toe same amount. People 
are still eating in restaurants, just 
as before." said Mr. Hussein, a 
restaurant owner in downtown 
Baghdad. 

"Business is generally good. 
Sometimes they grumble at the 
prices, but most of them under- 
stand the situation,” said Mr. 
Ramadan Sabir, who sells rice 
and pulses from a stall in one of 
toe centra] markets. 


Gasoline-short Kuwait 
seeks trade with Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Kuwait, its oil 
industry devastated by the Gulf 
war, is trying to cut deals to 
obtain gasoline and other oil pro- 
ducts in short supply at home, oil 
traders in Tokyo said Friday. 

Kuwait Petroleum Corp (KPC) 
has offered naphtha to several 
Japanese customers in exchange 
for foe! oil. gasoline, or gas oil. 
oil traders said. 

This is the first time Kuwait has 
ofFerred crude oil or an oil pro- 
duct to another country since Iraq 
invaded it in August. 


KPC said it would offer about 
500,000 tonnes of naphtha for 
early July arrival to Japanese 
customers. The naphtha has been 
stored in tanks in Kuwait since 
the invasion. 

“The Kuwait cargoes may head 
to Europe if Japanese customers 
do not show interest in buying," 
one oil company trader said. 

The Kuwait offer reflected 
shortages in some oil prodcuts at 
home, traders said. Kuwait's re- 
fineries are out of action due to 
damage suffered in toe war. 


Tokyo to give 65b 
yen loans to Syria 

TOKYO (R) — Japan will extend loans totalling 64.87 billion yen 
($466 million) to Syria, the foreign ministry said Friday. 

As pan of a Japanese effort to give more to the Middle East. 
Tokyo will give 13.27 billion yen ($95.4 million) in commodity loans 
and 51.60 billion yen ($371 million) in loans to build a 600-megawatt 
thermal power plant in Jandar in western Syria, toe ministry said in a 
statement. 

The loans are untied, which means they do not oblige the recipient 
to buy goods and services from the donor. The loans carry 2.9 per 
cent interest per annum, the statement said. 

The two loans have taken Japan's official development assistance 
to Syria so far to some 110 billion yen ($791 million), the ministry 
said. 


Indian Fin 
doctors 


NEW DELHI (R) Indian Fi- 
nance Minister Yashwant Sin ha 
left his sick bed Friday to defend 
the sale abroad of nearly 20 ton- 
nes of confiscated gold which has 
unleashed a political storm in the 
middle of an election campaign. 

The deal to shore up fast dimi- 
nishing foreign exchange reserves 
and stave off default on short- 
term debt, struck a deep emo- 
tional core in India, where gold is 
a vitally important commodity. 

"I am not feeling apologetic 
about it because the alternative 
was even more horrible. Should a 
caretaker government have 
allowed the government go into 
default?” said Mr. Sinha. who 
recently went to hospital with 
chest pains. 

“1 decided, against the advice 
of doctors that I shouldn't be 
moving about, that I should come 
out and ensure that the credit- 
rating of India is not damaged. 
The most important matter is 
confidence," Mr. Sinha said. 

“If at all this sale is perceived 
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fighting for power in elections 
have lambasted the deal, under 
which India can buy the gold back 
at toe world price plus interst on 
the $200 million it raised. 

Mr. Sinha said he was shocked 
by the criticism and accused rival 
politicians of using the issue for 
electoral gains. 

The key issue, he said, was 
preserving India's record of not 
defaulting on its foreign debts of 
at least $70 billion. 

“We are determined to do 
whatever it takes to maintain that 
record," be said, admitting India 
was facing “a real battle" to 
prevent defaulting on short- 
term loans. 

And anyway ir was not the 
country's official reserves, he 
added, it was just some of the 
vast quantities of gold confiscated 
from people who tried to smuggle 
ir into India, where gold sells ai 
well above world prices. 

“There’s nothing sacrosanct 
about this." Mr. Sinha said. 

He said toe caretaker govern- 
ment of Prime minister Chandra 
Shekhar had no alternative to toe 
gold deal after the remaining 60 


internationally, it’s as an impor- 
tant step towards self-help and 
therefore the satisfaction and 
confidence of others will go up,” 
Mr. Sinha said. 

"It’s not the family jewels 
we’re trying to sell," he told 
a news conference before return- 
ing home to rest. 

Many ordinary Indians, howev- 
er, see the deal as just that. 

“It hurts me to know that our 
government has sold the national 
treasure,” said . housemaid Ha 
Wati. “I tell you sir. I am con- 
vinced there are dark days ahead 
for our country.” 

“The government has no sense 
of shame," said taxi driver Ram 
Singh. “Even as small children 
we were taught to value gold 
because it is the one thing that we 
need for all our rituals from the 
time of our birth to our death.” 
There has been a sympathetic 
response from newspaper editor- 
ialists. “It would be an exceeding- 
ly odd family that acquired its 
silver from smugglers and claimed 
this was sacred," said toe Times 
of India. 

But toe three Major parties 


per cent of voting in general 
elections was postponed after the 
assassination of former prime 
minister Rajiv Gandhi on May 
21 . 

That meant the formation of a 
new government, which will have 
to lake critical decisions on Indi- 
a’s worst economic crisis, was 
also put off, he said. 

Delayed elections compounded 
India's financial woes following a 
decision, which Mr. Sinha 
opposed, to postpone the budget 
that was due in February. 

Talks on a big loan from the 
International Monetary Fund 
cannot be completed until the 
new government has a budget 
and has decided on curative poli- 
cies. Foreign banks and govern- 
ments are reluctant to lend more 
to India until that happens. 


Soviets lead 
world in tea 
imports 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Soviet Union led the world in tea ■ 
imports in 1989 but probably had 
to cut back last year because of a 
shortage in foreign exchange, an 
agriculture department report has 
said. 

“Soviet tea imports in 1989 
were a record 214,878 tonnes, 
making it toe world's largest im- 
porter, displacing the United 
Kingdom which had held this 
position over the years," said toe 
department’s foreign agricultural 
service. 

“However," the report added, 
"Soviet imports were curtailed in 
1990 by a severe shortage of 
foreign exchange, and have been 
largely limited to bilateral trade 
deals with India.” 

No 1990 imports figures for the 
Soviet Union were included. 

World tea production and con- 
sumption “continues to remain in 
dose balance, with supplies run- 
ning slightly ahead of demand." 
toe report said. “However, large 
quantities of low-quality teas on 
the market have kept prices low." 

Global production in 1990 was 
a record 2.56 million tonnes up 
three per cent from 1989, the 
report said. 

‘Tea consumption in many na- 
tions is facing strong competition 
from soft drinks, fruit juices, cof- 
fee and alcoholic beverages,” the 
report said. “In the United 
States, about 80- per cent of con- 
sumption is iced tea, wheras tea is 
drunk as a hot beverage in most 
other consuming nations.” 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Tender No. 10/91 

Jordan Electricity Authority announces the availability of 
tender documents for Tender No. 10/91 for supply of 33kv 
capacitor banks, switchgear and ancillary equipment. 
Contractors who are interested to participate in this tender 
can obtain the tender documents from the Tenders 
Section at JEA-main building (located between the 6th 
and the 7th Circles, Jabal Amman) against a nonrefund- 
able amount of JD 50 for each copy. 

Bids to be submitted to the secretary of tender- 
ing committee at the above address not later 
than 10:00 a.m. of Wednesday 14.8.1991. 

A bid bond equal to 2 per cent of the offer should 
accompany the offer. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Super deluxe luxurious contemporary fully fur- 
nished villa for rent by owner. 

For information call 690115 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The American Community School is accepting applica- 
tions for Elementary and High School students for the 
1991/92 school year. 

For more Information, please call the ACS 
administration office at 813944 or 813946. 


International Community School 
The British Curriculum School in Amman 

REQUIRES A 

Nursery Class Teacher 

Applicants should have a NNEB qualification or be 
Montessori trained. They should have a high level of 
fluency in English, preferably native speaking. 

For further details and an application form 
please contact the Head Teacher's Secretary 
on 841070. 
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oviet prime minister accuses 
r est of waging economic war 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Prime Soviet firms were not in line for 
Minister Va'entin Pavlov has ac- credits, he said, 
cused Western banks cf waging “When the quota is exhausted, 
economic war against the Soviet a red light appears. Not a single 
Union and warned that foreigners bank gives money." he said, 
were planning to buy up the 


country s natural resources. 

Pavlov, in a meeting Wednes- 
day with Moscow region business 
and farming managers, said hun- 
dreds of billions of rubles were 
being spent to rob the country of 
its resources. His comments were 
published Friday in the newspap- 
er Leninskoye Znamya. 

Pavlov also accused Western 
banks of blocking credits to 
Soviei businesses. 

The prime minister's accusa- 
tions came as President Mikhail 
Gorbachev appeals to the West 
for economic aid. He intends to 
plead his case at the economic 
summit of industrialised nations 
in London next month. 

Pavlov sard that Soviet enter- 
prises dealing with the West think 
that ail they have to do is appeal 
for money and “they will get 
everything for free." 

In reality, he said, all countries 
had quotas on credits and the 
information was stored in a com- 
puter in Basel, Switzerland. 


"Can we call it a financial war. 
Yes, we probably can." 

Repeating allegations he made 
in February. Pavlov said foreign 
banks were amassing hundreds of 
billions of rubles to buy up Soviet 
businesses and resources as the 
country moves to a market eco- 
nomy. 

“According to foreign financial 
law, these deals are legitimate 
and are not subject to criminal 
prosecution." Pavlov said. “But 
we have our own laws. We are 
working on the necessary mea- 
sures to prevent the buying up of 
national resources." 


Some Western economists con- 
sider Pavlov, the former finance 
minister, as responsible for the 
current inflationary spiral. He su- 
pervised the printing of billions of 
excess rubles to cover an enor- 
mous budget deficit. 


In February, Pavlov accused 
Western banks of acquiring bil- 
lions of rubles that they planned 
to dump into the Soviet economy 
in deals chat would set off hyper- 
inflation and allow’ the banks to 
buy up Soviet businesses cheaply 
as the country begins to privatise. 

Pavlov's comments in February 
were widely criticised as political 
propaganda. 


Last December, the state bank 
warned foreign banks and finan- 
cial institutions not to accept 
illegal payments in rubles from 
Soviet banks and businesses. The 
bank said Soviet enterprises had 
been trying to make tens of bil- 
lions of rubles’ worth of payments 
to foreign companies claiming 
they had government backing. 

Soviet (aw forbids individuals 
and businesses from exporting 
large amounts of rubles without 
special permission. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary of 
Defence Dick Cheney said Friday 
it was ir. the West's interest to 
support Soviet reform but that 
unconditional assistance as prop- 
osed by Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev was out of the ques- 
tion. 

Cheney said a wide variety of 
aid might be made available to 
the Soviet Union such as technic- 
al assistance, access to markets 


and loan guarantees, but any help 
must be tied to Soviet democra- 
risation and demilitarisation. 

"If we can ... be way of private 
support ... promote democracy 
inside the Soviet Union and 
promote the demilitarisation of 
Soviet society we ought to consid- 
er it," Cheney told a- World 
Affairs Council of Boston audi- 
ence. 


"I think it is our interest to 
have reforms succeed inside the 
Soviet Union,” he said. “But I 
take exception to what Gor- 
bachev said ... in Oslo, the notion 
that there should be no condi- 
tions to the package.” 
Gorbachev, accepting the 
Nobel Peace Prize he was 
awarded in 1990. made it plain in 
his acceptance speech in Oslo 
Wednesday that he would accept 
no conditions set by outsiders to 
help buoy his economy. 


“Applying conventional wis- 
dom to perestroika is unproduc- 
tive,” he said. “It is futile and 
dangerous to set conditions to 
say: “We'll understand and be- 
lieve you as soon as you, the 
Soviet Union, come completely 
to resemble us, the West." 


China will not rule out Taiwan takeover 


PEKING (R) — Pelting renewed 
Saturday its threat to take Taiwan 
by military force, saying the uni- 
fication of the island with China 
was an important goal of the 
coming decade. 

"We stress the use of peaceful 
methods to reunify the country. 
However, we will not promise to 
abandon the military option.” the 
People’* Daily quoted a leading 
official of the Taiwan Affairs 
Office in Peking as saying. 


’ This is by no means a threat to 
the Taiwan people but is aimed at 
thwarting foreign interference in 
China's reunification process and 
thwarting schemes to realise inde- 


pendence for Taiwan." the offi- 
cial said. 

‘"Taiwan independence violates 
the welfare of the people and 
goes against the tide of history. It 
cannot succeed." he said. 

Taiwan’s Nationalist leaders, 
driven to the island by Commun- 
ist victory on the mainland in 
1949. say they hope that China 
can be reunited one day under 
democracy. 

Taipei is promoting reforms 
aimed at improving relations with 
Peking, voicing hopes that China 
will respond positively and re- 
nounce the use of force against 
the island. 

But Peking's official press has 


kept up a stream of criticism of 
Taiwan this week, accusing the 
Nationalists of stalling on unifica- 
tion and providing opportunities 
for proponents of Taiwan inde- 
pendence. 


“Stop splitting hairs and get 
down to doing something con- 
crete about reunifying China," 
Yu Shutong. head of the China 
> Law Society, said in an article 
carried by the New China News 
Agency Wednesday. 


The reunification of the island 
is reported to be one of the final 
goals of China's 86-year-old 
senior leader, Deng Xiaoping, 
official sources have said. 


Thousands of S. Koreans 
clash with riot police 


SEOUL |R) — South Korean 
riot police fought hit-and-run bat- 
tles Saturday with thousands of 
student radicals and labour activ- 
ist demonstrating against a gov- 
ernment crackdown on political 
foes. 

“Let’s oust the murderous reg- 
ime of (President) Roh Tae 
Woo." about 3,000 demonstra- 
tors chanted as they hurled 
thousands of flaming petrol 
bombs and stones at police in the 
heart of Seoul. 

Riot police fired repeated vol- 
leys of tear gas from armoured 
vans and baton-charged the pro- 
testers who fled down alleyways. 

Elsewhere in the capital, about 


1,000 radicals raced back and 
forth across a main road outside 
the railway station, attacking riot 
police with wooden clubs and 
iron bars. There were no immedi- 
ate repots of serious injuries. 


In the southwestern city of 
Kwangju, i. pitched battle 
erupted after about 2.000 demon- 
strators tried to push through 
thousands of police guarding the 
srreets near the provincial gov- 
ernment building, Yonhap News 
Agency said. 

About 3.000 protesters took to 
the streets in Pusan, the south 
east city which is the country’s 
second largest, state radio said. 


Major’s fortunes- sag under 
pressure of U.K. recession 


Italian 
vote could 
hit political 
system 


LONDON (R) — John Major, 
who rose from the shadows to 
replace Margaret Thatcher as 
British prime minister, is watch- 
ing his popularity slide after just 
six months in office. 

A key opinion poll Friday 
showed that Major and his Con- 
servative Party had fallen sharply 
against the opposition Labour 
Party and its effusive Welsh lead- 
er Neil Kinnock. 

A sharp recession, rumblings 
of discontent from Thatcher and 
an apparent public readiness for a 
change of government after 12 
years of Conservative rule are 
working against Major, who must 
call an election within the next 13 
months. 

"The economy is in a mess. 
The government is in a mess. The 
main asset we have got is John 
Major," one outspoken Thatch- 
erite Conservative politician said. 

But the value of that asset may 
be waning and Major and his 
cabinet have appeared to be 
forced into a series of knee-jerk 
reactions and hasty and this poli- 
cy announcements. 

Leading Conservative David 
Howell said in a magazine article 
this week that .Major's cabinet 
was failing to show vision. 

“Under pressure. Conservative 
ministers seem to lack experience 


Friday’s Gallup poll for the 
Daily Telegraph put Labour well 
ahead of the Conservatives for 
the first time since Major took 
charge last November. 

His personal popularity slipped 
w^ile Kin nock's grew. Major was 
still seen as the best choice for 
prime minister by 40 per cent of 
the public, but this was a fall of 
six per cent in a month. 

The poll showed a 10 per cent 
swing to Labour since the last 
election in 1987. It gave Labour 
an eight point lead on 41.5 per 
cent, sufficient to provide an 
overall majority m parliament in 
an election. 

Major dismissed the poll’s re- 
sults as "volatile" and insisted 
that a recession, in which unem- 
ployment has soared to 2 . 18 mil- 
lion, was nearing its bottom and 
recovery was around the comer. 

Major has attempted to go on 
the attack against Labour, trying 
to refresh a 1970s image of a 
party of left-wing lunatics who 
bad put a mask over their “social- 
ist policies of envy." 

But he appears undermined by 
Thatcher. She says she annotated 
him ps her successor but sym- 
pathetic newspapers have quoted 
her as regarding him as a grey 
disappointment. 

“She is being totally disloyal to 


he said, arguing that the members of the cabinet including 


cabinet needed old hands to 
counter the professionalism of 
Labour's front bench. 

On average. Kinnock and his 
team of : spokesmen have been in 
their jobs for more than three 
years against an average of eight 
months for 48-year-old Major 
and his cabinet. 

“The British prime minister 
needs a good trumpet in his band. 
He has to get off the defensive 
and sound some really good dear 
notes of advance," said Howell, 
who chairs parliament's Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 


John Major. It is time for her to 
shut up,” said one Conservative 
parliamentarian on the party's 
left wing. 

A new Thatcher broadside hit 
Major Friday when she made a 
staunch defence of her pet pro- 
ject, a highly unpopular poll tax 
to finance local government 
spending. Major scrapped it. 

She told a Japanese ma gazi ne 
that the essence of his replace- 
ment plan for the tax — shifting it 
from a charge on residents to 
central taxation — risked putting 
the country on the road to ruin. 


ROME (R) — Italians vote Sun- 
day in an electoral reform re 
ferendum that could hit the mafia 
and serve as a protest against the 
stagnant political system. 

They are to decide the fate of 
an ambitious plan devised to 
stamp out electoral fraud and 
weaken the band of organised 
crime in politics by simplifying 
the convoluted way Italians vote. 

Its supporters say thousands 
may turn out to vote Sunday and 
Monday because they are tired of 
a political system marked by 
squabbling and fractious short- 
lived coalitions unable to take 
tough decisions. 

"If you've lost all hope of 
reforming the system, then go to 
the beach Sunday," said Mario 
Segni, the Sardinian law profes- 
sor and architect of the plan. 

But opponents say it will have 
no impact on electoral fraud and 
merely reduce people's choice at 
election time. 

Socialist leader Bettino Craxi 
described it as “unconstitutional, 
unjust and anti-social.” 

“We believe it is quite right 
that people should boycott this 
useless and irrelevant referen- 
dum,” Craxi’s deputy, Giutio Di 
Donato, said Friday. 

The plan can be approved or 
rejected — or the whole costly 
exercise could foil completely if 
less than half the 48 million reg- 
istered voters torn out. 


Segni. a member of parliament 
for the dominant Christian 
Democrats, proposes changing 
voting procedures by cutting the 
number of candidates voters can 
choose in an election to one from 
four. This would eliminate a com- 
plex trade in preferences. 

In a move directly tilted at the 
mafia, it also proposes that voters 
write the surname of their chosen 
candidate on their ballot paper 
rather than — as at present — his 
allotted number. 

Many voters in the southern 
strongholds of organised crime 
say mafia gangs are able to see 
their completed ballot slips, mak- 
ing diem vulnerable to intimida- 
tion. 


"They believe that if they’ve 
had an ‘invitation” to vote in a 


certain way — say, candidate 
numbers 5^43-68-87 — and that 
combination doesn't appear in 
the completed slips, then the 
mafia will know they haven’t 
obeyed.” said one diplomat. 

Numbers can also be falsified 
with a quick stroke of the pen. 

Segni ’s opponents say the issue 
is too small to justify a costly 
referendum. 


Flight 
recorders 
recovered 
from downed 
Korean jet 


SEOUL (R) — Soviet divers 
recovered two flight recorders 
from the wreckage of a South 
Korean Jumbo Jet shot down by 
Soviet fighters in 1983, South 
Korea’s semi-official Yonhap 
News Agency said Saturday. 

It said the divers found the 
recorders 50 days after the attack, 
which killed all 269 people 
aboard the airliner, and handed 
them over to military authorities. 

The Soviet Union has main- 
tained that the Boeing 747 was 
on a spying mission for the Un- 
ited States and has never acknow- 
ledged finding the plane's fusel- 
age or the flight recorders. 

Yonhap said its report was 
based on a recent interview with 
the head of the diving team who 
is now living in the Soviet Far 
Eastern island of Sakhalin. 

Korean Air Lines Flight 007 
from New York to Seoul via 
Alaska plunged into the sea off 
Sakhalin when it was shot down 
after straying into Soviet air 
space. 

Yonhap said the divers also 
retrieved clothes, identification 
documents and other belongings 
from the wreckage. No bodies 
were recovered, it said. 

The United States and South 
Korea have denied the spying 
charges, as well as Soviet conten- 
tions that American air traffic 
controllers knew the airliner was 
flying into Soviet airspace but 
failed to warn the crew. 


At least 
100 die in 
Pakistan 
train crash 


KARACHI (AP) — A crowded, 
fast-moving express train crashed 
head-on into a parked freight 
train early Saturday, killing at 
least 100 sleeping pasengers and 
injuring 225 others, railway offi- 
cials said. 

The injured, many in critical 
condition, were taken to local 
hospitals for treatment, said the 
officials, speaking on condition of 
anoymiry. 

They said the death toll was 
expected to rise as rescue workers 
slowly cut through the twisted 
metal wreckage in what was be- 
lieved to be Pakistan’s second 
worst train accident. 

The 18-car “Taz Gam" express 
was carrying about 800 passen- 
gers from the southern port city 
of Karachi to the eastern border 
city of Lahore and then to the 
federal capital of Islamabad, offi- 
cials said. 

The train, moving at a speed of 
about 60 kilometres an hour, 
slammed into the parked lahore- 
bound freight train at the station 
in Ghotki. about 535 kilometres 
North of Karachi in Sindh pro- 
vince. 

“Witnesses said it was like a 
bomb exploding. The whole place 
shook.” said one railway official. 

The officials said they did not 
know why railway workers 
allowed the express train, which 
daily carries hundreds of people 
on the 21-bour. 1 , 200-kilometre 
Journey, to move into the station. 

However, they said they sus- 
pected negligence by the Ghotki 
station workers. The station mas- 
ter has been suspended pending 
an investigation ordered earlier 
by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

Officials said authorities were 
searching for station workers who 
fled after the accident. 

Most of the passengers were 
asleep when the accident occur- 
red at 1:10 a.m. (2110 GMT), 
derailing, twisting and splintering 
a dozen of the metal train cars, 
officials said. 

They said at (east eight express 
cars, with a maximum capacity of 
about 50 people, were knocked 
off the track while four freight 
cars derailed. 

Officials said the crash jolted 
residents in surrounding villages 
who rushed to the station to assist 
rescue workers from the army 
medical corps and civil agencies. 

By mid-morning Saturday, 
they bad cleared one of the two 
tracks, they said. Trains were 
diverted from at least three near- 
by towns to bring cranes, medical 
and relief supplies and to carry 
the wounded. to hospitals, they 
said. 

Lawmakers have argued re- 
cently that Pakistan's rail system 
badly needs modernisation. They 
have complained that many em- 
ployees, especially in the small 
village rail stations are poorly 
trained and that controls that 
move the tracks are manual 
rather than electronic, allowing a 
greater risk of human error. 

Saturday's accident was similar 
to a December 1989 collision near 
Sangi, a town in rural Sindh. 


U.S. approves defence 
bill to build more ships 


WASHINGTON (R) — The reserve units and force soldiers 
House of Representatives has out of die army to cut defence 
approved a £270.6 billion defence costs. 

appropriation bill that would The bill includes an additional 
block plans to cut U.S. reserve $1-3 Mfion for fast sealift ships to 
forces and would buy more ships carry the heaviest tanks and other 
for conflicts (ike the Gulf war. heavy mechanised weapons into 
It approved the appropriation wars 
for defence programmes next An accompanying report says 
year by a vote of 273-105 and sent the Gulf war showed the navy 
it to the Senate. needs more of the ships amtauges 

.. c . , , . the navy to complete plans in 30 

Most of the bill simply funds a ^ ^ building more of them, 

defence authorisation bill already ^ ^ W( ^ d ^ provide 
approved by the House that $995 aaSm w ^ better light 


would cut President George 
Bush’s requests for the B-2 
Stealth bomber and Star Wars 
anti-missile defence research, and 
provide more money for fighter 
planes and other non-nuclear 
weapons. 

Congress's rules require it to 
authorise programmes and then 
appropriate money for them with 
separate bills. 

But the appropriation bill 
approved by the House would 
buy more ships for regional wars 
than the earlier bill. It would also 
block administration plans to cut 


tanks and other weapons for 
rapid deployment force ships that 
stay at sea ready to move combat 
equipment quickly into a conflict 
anywhere m the world. 

The bfll also includes $2.5 bil- 
lion for a Marine amphibious 
assault ship and 36 high-speed 
landing craft. 

The bill would also block Bush 
administration plans to reduce 
the present 1.2 million reserve 
troops by 108,000 next year and 
79,000 the following year as part 
of its programme to an overall 
defence costs. 


Lesotho army officers held; 
coup attempt reported 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- were still in custody by Saturday, 
ca (AP) — Several senior and their identities and ranks 
Lesotho army officers have been were not known. Col. Efias 
arrested following an attempt to Ramacma, who assumed control 
oust the military government that of the ruling military council after 
took power in an April coup, Lekhanya’s ouster, was reported- 
news reports said Saturday. fy bold ing meetings to try to 
There was no official confirma- resolve the situation. 

don a f°“P « tera P'- A We ?- Lefchanya seized power in n 
ern diplomatic source in 198 6 coup that toppled an autbor- 

^! ° f. . fiT". .?? r imriajiT^viliaji government. He 

the arrests appeared to be part o f ^ to Ie ^ rn Lesoa „ a 

8 S’ m , V ? 1 T S ^ tiSTrule in 1992. Lekhanya 

porters of the current leaders and and his govcrTlmen , stopp ^, 

the ousted government down April 30 after armedSl- 

The government of the uny officers forced the 

eonooy m southern Afrtea had ^ aBnouBa . ^ ^ 

J J ny W tion on the radio. 

tw™.* At the time, it was believed the 

riation said IS high-ranking milit- bet^Sm^Wieil and the 

7 S' amaed Fnday ft 

after they toed to arrest some ^ |inted „ 


junior officers. The diplomatic 
source who spoke on condition of 
anonymity gave a similar version 
of events. 

The source said the senior 
officers wanted to arrest junior 


refusal to fire his finance and 
foreign ministers, who were ac- 
cused of corruption. They were 
forced out in the April coup. 


Ramaema's government has 


officers and military personnel also pledged to return the country 
involved in the April 30 over- to civilian rule and announced 
throw of Maj.-Gen. Metsing Friday that elections would be 
Lekhanva and his government, held in May 1992. 

Some of the junior officers then Lesotho is a mountainous 
managed to place the senior offic- county of about 1.5 million peo- 
ers under arrest, he said. pie surrounded on all sides by 

It was unclear if the officers South African territory. 


De Klerk in Kenya, seeks 
economic foothold in Africa 


NAIROBI (R) — President F.W. 
De Klerk Saturday began the first 
visit to Kenya by a South African 
government leader since 1948. 
saying he would seek an econo- 
mic foothold in East Africa. 

Kenyan President Daniel Arap 
Moi gave De Klerk a red-carpet 
welcome on his arrival in Nairobi 


white rule. ' 

De Klerk made no formal 
statement about his trip. But he 
told reporters on his plane be 
would be looking for an economic 
foothold in Bast Africa. 

“We want to regain what we 
regard as oar rigbtfoJ place in the 
international community. This is 


in recognition of his reforms of just an exploratory trip, but 
apartheid during his 22 months in sometimes things can happen 
power and his promise to end very quickly/’ he said. 


Families flee as Philippine volcano eruption predicted 


MANILA (Agencies) — Over 
5,000 people were evacuated 
Saturday as huge steam clouds 
billowed from a Philippine volca- 
no which experts said was ready 
to erupt. 

Families fled to school build- 
ings as Mount Pinatubo. which 
bas been dormant for 600 years, 
showed signs that it would spew 
fiery ash and rocks on villages 
northwest of Manila. 

“An aerial survey showed 
some dome-building or huge 
rocks at the peak being pushed up 
by magma," Delfin Garda, of the 
Philippine Institute of Volcanolo- 
gy and Seismology, said in a radio 
interview. 

“This increases the chances of 


an eruption. It won’t be long' evacuated. 


and then exploded Monday, kill- 
ing at least 38 people according to 
an army count. 

Mount Pinatubo showered 
nearby villages with dust a/td mud 
in a hydrothermal explosion in 
April, but no one was hurt. 

An eruption could affect op- 
erations of the nearby U.S. Clark 
Air Base, which is 20 kilometres 
to the east. 

Meanwhile, after a day of rela- 
tive quiet. Mount Unzen in 
southern Japan burst to life again 
Saturday, spewing forth new vol- 
canic flows and filling the skies 
with a snowstorm of powdery 
gray ash. 

Much of the area hit by Satur- 
day’s debris had already been 


he 


before (the volcano) erupts, 
added. 

Huge steam columns billowed 
5,000 metres (16,000 feet) above 
Pinatubo's vents and ash was 
falling, an institute report said. 

The Philippine National Red 
Cross said 5,400 people from two 
provinces had been moved from 
their homes and were living in 
public school buildings. 

Chief volcanologist Ray m undo 
Punongbayan warned Friday that 
when a volcano had been .dor- 
mant for a Jong time art eruption 
would hit with explosive force. 

It could spew clouds of ash, 
rocks, and gas with heat of be- 
tween 600 and 1 ,000 degrees Cen- 
tigrade (1.100 and 1,800 
Fahrenheit), and roll down at a 
speed of 15 to 100 kilometres per 
hour (10 to 60 mpb)/’ he said. 

This is the type of hazard 
similar to the killer eruption of 
the Unzen Volcano of Japan,” he 
said. 

Unzen, dormant for almost 200 
years, came to life last November 


Two dark gray plumes billowed 
out from the volcano as a large- 
scale eruption Saturday after- 
noon sent more superhot debris 
and gas down the 1,357-metre-tall 
mountain's east slope. 

The eruption, and a Hurry of 
smaller-scale volcanic activity 
throughout the day, led officials 
to issue a strong warning for local 
residents to remain cautious. 

Earlier in the day, officials 
widened the area under evacua- 
tion order to include Shimabara’s 
neighbouring town of Fukae and 
some other small districts. The 
total number of people affected 
thus increased by about 1,300 to 
8,500, many of them forced to 
live in local school .gymnasiums. 

Shimabara, a city of 45.000 lies 
at the foot of the mountain. 

Evening news broadcasts 
showed residents packing up and 
moving out of their homes, some 
taking their livestock with them. 
Officials said they had no idea 
when the evacuees would be able 
to go home. 


Military helicopters continued 
their search Saturday for four 
people still listed as missing and 
presumed killed in the major 
eruption Monday that left at hast 
37 people dead. The renewed 
volcanic activity, however, kept 
them from recovering any bodies. 

The bodies of 27 people killed 
in Monday's blast have already 
been recovered. Six other people 
died of burns after being taken to 
hospitals. If the four missing are 
included, that would bring the 
death toll to 37. 

Police had earlier set the toll at 
at least 38, based on sightings of 
bodies from the air. 

Officials say that, because of 
the victims’ badly mangled and 
burned condition, some of the 
corpses may have been counted 


quake," but that doesn't make it 
the foreshock' of a havoc-causing 
powerful earthquake. 

“We do not see any connection 
between large earthquakes and 
volcanoes," said U.S. Geological 
Survey seismologist Jim Devine. 
“The earthquakes that generally 
accompany volcanic eruptions are 
relatively small and do not them- 
selves cause significant damage." 

But he noted that both Japan 
and the Philippines are also in 
earthquake zones, and often suf- 
fer the real thing. 

Scientists at the Geological 
Survey’s Office of Earthquakes, 
Volcanoes and Engineering Out- 
side Washington discussed the 
reports from Unzen and Pinatubo 
Friday. A team of U.S. scientists 
has joined Filipino experts watch- 


more than once, possibly leading ing Pinatubo work up to a prc- 
to the higher figure. dieted eruption, officials said. 

But rescue workers also believe 


Volcanic activity in both Japan 
.the final death toll could be high- and the Philippines “in our judg- 
er, as the bodies of victims not ment is a coincidence." Devine 


known to have been on the 
mountain during Monday's erup- 
tion are found. 

The long-dormant volcanoes 
now stirring in Japan and the 
Philippines belong to a volcanic 
“ring of fire" circling the Pacific. 


said. “In my discussion with our 
volcanologists, we saw no con- 
nection between the two," except 
that both were typical volcanic 
processes. 

Movements of vast tectonic 
plates forming the crust of the 


But U.S. experts say their simul- earth produce both earthquakes 
taneous activity appears to be and formation and eruption of 


mere coincidence. 

They said the volcanic tremors 
felt around Mount Unzen and 
Mount Pinatubo should not be 
regarded as harbingers of a major 
Asian earthquake. 

Lava moving in a volcano 
causes ground vibration that reg- 
isters on a seismograph and is 
useful for predicting volcanic 
eruptions, according to the Seis- 


volcanoes, but the movements 
are dissimilar, scientists said. 

Many of the world’s volcanoes 
are near the Pacific Ocean in an 
arc from the Andes Mountains in 
South America to Alaska, Japan 
and New Zealand called the 
“Pacific ring of fire." 

The recent eruption of Unzen 
and tremors and explosions at 
Pinatubo are typical of what 


mology Department at tb£ Uni-, occurs when the ocean plate is 
versity of California at Berkeley, pushed or “subducted" beneath 
It may be called a “local earth- the continental plate. 



tStradivarius violin 
sells for £440,000 


LONDON (R) — A rare Stratfi- 
varins violin sold for more than 
£440,000 ($740,000) in Loodcm, a 
spokeswoman for auctioneers 
Sotheby's said. An anonymous 
buyer bought the violin, crafted 
in 1707, pnvately after an .auction 
fluted to attract high enough bids, 
the spokeswoman said. 
Sotheby’s, which wa& seffing the 
inst r um ent on behalf of Harvard 
University in Massachusetts, had. 
been seeking bids of between 
£400,000 and £500,000/ The re- 
cord price for a Strarfivarius was 
£820,000 ($1.4 nriffion), in an 
auction by Christie’s m London in 
November 1990. 


Leno to take over 
Carson show 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ihere* 
something about those. “I" 
names. First .there was Jack. 
Then Johnny. For a while Joan. 
Now Jay. NBC officially have 
announced comedian Jay' Leno 
will take over as host of " The 
Tonight Show when Johnny Car- - 
son retires next year. Leno had 
nothing but prase for Canon, 
"Johnny's the best at what he 
does," Leno said. “I don’t think 
well ever see the likes of it again. 
No one win ever hold an audience 
for 30 years the way Johnny has." 
Leno, 41, has been exclusive 
guest host of Thc Tomgbt Show 
for the past three yean. Carson, 
whose test show win be May 22, 
said through an NBC spokesman: 

I wish Jay all the success in. the 
world.” Carson took over the 
helm of The Tonight Show in 
1962 from Jack Parr. Steve Allen 
was the show’s original host — 
from 1954-57. 


Red Square pilot 
secretly weds 


RENO, Nevada (AP) — . 
Daredevil German pilot Mathias 
Rust, who gained worldwide 
attention by landing a plane in 
Red Square and tins year was 
convicted of stabbing a woman, 
was secretly married in Reno to a 
Polish woman, the German news- 
paper Bfld said Thursday. “We 
probably had about 20 - people 
from Germany, the news, filming 
it. It was like a documentary 
almost,” said Roberta Monroe, 
manager of the Heart Of Reno 
Wedding Chapd. “There were 
professional photographers, 
movie cameras and everything. 
They realty put them through the 
motions." 


Japanese women 
have fewer babies 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
mothers produced a record low 
number of babies for the second 
year in a row in 1990, sparring the 
government to even further 
efforts to encourage baby- 
malting, the Health and Welfare 
Ministry said Friday. The child- 
bearing rate hit a post World War 
n low of 1.53 children per woman 
in 1990, exceeding the previous 
low of 1.57 in 1989, said a popula- 
tion report by the ministry. 
Japan's cbSd-bearing rate, which 
represents the average number of 
babies one woman would bear in 
her lifetime, is still above some 
West European countries, a 
spokesman for the Health and 
Welfare Ministry said. The latest 
figure for Italy was 1.29, while 
former west Germany was 1.39 
and the Netherlands 1.51. The 
United States had a child-bearing 
rale of 1.93, the spokesman said. 
Business and government leaden 
fear the dearth of babies wifi 
cause labour shortages, slow eco- 
nomic growth, and increase tax 
burdens in a nation hailed by 
many as an economic miracle. 
The “1.57 shock" of 1989 sptmed 
finance Minister Ryutaro Hasiri- 
moto to blame rising female 
education levels and career ambi- 
tions for the birth rate riurap . The 
government would boost its baby 
bonuses from January, increasing 
die monthly cash payment for a 
second child and inaugurating 
bonuses on the birth of a fust 
child, a ministry official said. 


U.K. police may 
recruit sniffer pigs 


LO NDON (R) — Bri tish cost 
officers are considering t raimi 
team of “sniffer pigs” to hunt 
hidden drugs, a police o£E 
said. ^We are prepared to too 
anything which could help in 
war against drugs,” Mike Ki 
m charge of liaison with B 
pean customs, told a police m 
ing in Chester in northwest E 
land. Pigs have traditionally b 
osed to find truffles in southw 
ern France and are said to h 
an even more sensitive sense 
smell than dogs. German po 
use pigs to sniff out drugs. 


